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READING RECOVERY 



Patricia Beiisie, a teacher at Granger Eiementary Schooi, works with Maci Ciayton on her reading skiiis. Beiisie is one of Agawam’s seven speciaiized read¬ 
ing teachers who work individuaiiy with first graders who have the most difficuity reading. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 


Individual aid helps students soar in school and life 

By Mike Lydick 

aan@turley.coni 


HIT-AND-RUN VICTIM 

Town 
rallies 
together 
for Alex 

Several events raising 
money to help 
paralyzed AHS student 

By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley com 

With the establishment of #Tea- 
mAlex, the support for Agawam High 
School sophomore Alex Scafuri is 
growing. 

Scafuri, who was struck by a car 
on his way home from volleyball try¬ 
outs on March 16, is now in Atlanta 
receiving specialized treatment for 
his injuries. 

Back home, his extended family 
and friends have planned numerous 
fundraisers to help the family with 
the uncovered costs of Scafuri’s med¬ 
ical expenses. 

Maria Gensheimer, Scafuri’s aunt, 
announced there will be a benefit 
event on May 31 from 1 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at the Polish American Club at 139 
Southwick St. in Feeding Hills. The 
cost for the event is $20 per person, 
with children aged 10 and under free 
of charge. 

There will be food, raffle prizes 
and a DJ throughout the event. Gen¬ 
sheimer says the family has been 
overwhelmed by the amount of sup¬ 
port they have received from the 
community. 

ALEX I page 10 


M aci Clayton used to struggle with 
reading and writing. Now the six- 
year-old first grader at Granger El¬ 
ementary School is not only an avid reader 
but she also wants to be a writer one day. 

Maci is participating in a special inter¬ 
vention program called Reading Recovery, 
designed by a New Zealand educator in the 


1970s and used in Agawam for two decades. 

Students receive individual instruction 
by specially trained teachers in Agawam’s 
four elementary schools, daily 30-minute 
lessons that last 12 to 20 weeks. 

Susan Meunier, Maci’s grandmother and 
guardian, said the program has helped Maci 
gain self-confidence in reading. 

“Maci reads more fiuently, has progressed 
to chapter books, and recognizes her favor¬ 
ite author for her selections,” Meunier said. 


“I’ve been reading to her since she was very 
young. Now she reads to me.” 

Patricia Beiisie, one of Agawam’s seven 
Reading Recovery teachers, works with 
Maci and other Granger students. 

“Each student learns in a unique way,” 
Beiisie said. “Reading Recovery allows me to 
develop lessons based on a child’s strengths, 
so instruction time isn’t wasted on what the 
child already knows.” 
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KIDNEY EXCHANGE 

Making a match 

Friend can’t give his 
kidney, but finds a 
way to save a life 

By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley com 

Paige Anderson and Jason Weaver 
were already friends. But together, 
they went through a process that will 
link them forever in a very touching 
circle of life. 

Anderson, a resident of Agawam, 
had a kidney disease for many years 
that was under control. In 2002, 
Weaver, a longtime family friend, was 
tested to see if he might be a poten¬ 
tial match to give her a kidney. 

But when Anderson’s kidney had 
stabilized, the donation was put on 
hold, and both went about their own 
lives. 

MATCH I page 5 



Paige Anderson, left, of Agawam, and kidney donor Jason Weaver, right, talk with Baystate Medical 
Center Transplant Nurse Mary Ann Kleeberg last Tuesday at the hospital. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO 
BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


CITY COUNCIL 

Procurement officer 
proposal questioned 

By Michael J. Ballway 
and Gregory A. Scibelli 

aan@turleycom 

While the mayor says he’s been waiting 
a year to hire a procurement officer, at least 
one city councilor says she’d like to wait a 
little longer — until there’s a clear job de¬ 
scription. 

Counclior Gina Letellier spoke out on 
April 6 against the first reading of a pro¬ 
posal to add the position, which would be 
responsible for writing requests for propos¬ 
als — bid specs — and making sure that all 
purchasing processes in town follow state 
law. Letellier said the last job description 
she saw mentioned no minimum require¬ 
ments for education or experience and did 
not specify whether the job would oversee 
purchasing for “town-side” departments 
only, or would also include the School De¬ 
partment. 

COUNCIL I pages 
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Correction 



Celine Lopes Alexis Kupiec 


A finalist in Agawam Idol was misidentified in a photo caption in last week’s Agawam 
Advertiser News. The photo at the left on page 6 was of Celine Lopes of Monson, the 
third-place finisher. The correct photo for Alexis Kupiec of Agawam, the second-place 
finisher, is also printed above right. 


Eat, drink, learn at Turkish Cultural Night 
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Are-You Old News?n 



Each week the Agawam Advertiser News 
digs into its submitted photo archives and 
selects a people photo to publish. We need 
your help to help identify those pictured. 
Email your answers by Monday at noon to 
aan@turley.com. Please include your first 
and last name. 

*** 

Last week’s pho¬ 
to; There were no 
correct responses 
for Annemarie 
Zaffetti. 


The Turkish Cultural Center of 
Western Massachusetts will host a 
Turkish Cultural Night on Friday, April 
17, at the Agawam Public Library, 750 
Cooper St. 

The event, which begins at 6 p.m., 
will include a short video highlight¬ 
ing the culture of Turkey, focusing on 
the myths and realities surrounding 
Islam, followed by homemade Turkish 
appetizers and authentic coffee. Infor¬ 
mation about activities and events at 
the Turkish Cultural Center of Western 
Massachusetts, located in Agawam, 
will be available. 

The Turkish Cultural Center of 


Western Massachusetts is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to promoting 
harmony in diverse cultural settings 
and building, increasing, and foster¬ 
ing friendships through promoting a 
better understanding based on mutual 
respect between persons of Ameri¬ 
can background and those of Turkish 
background. 

The public is invited to enjoy an 
evening learning more about Turkish 
culture and enjoying Turkish food and 
coffee. This event is free and open to the 
public. Registration is not required. 

For more information, call 413-789- 
1550, ext. 8855. 



75% Commissions 

Grace Group Realty 

We are looking for Experienced Real Estate Agents to join our 
FAST GROWING TEAM! 

Your experience deserves to be rewarded with the industry’s 
HIGHEST COMMISSIONS! 

No hoops to jump through. 

EARN 75% COMMISSION ON EACH AND EVERY SALE 

How does your current Broker set you up for success? 

For information call (413) 221-8813 
or email Michelle at Michelle@GraceGroupRealty.com 
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ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad¬ 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 
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saw their ad in the 

Agawam Advertiser 


mu Handle 
Everything,] 

We flfe a full-servioe company 
lhat installs, repairs and 
maEntams RVAC systeins. 
Join Dur family texfay! 


Common Core 
forum is May 18 

By Michael J. Ballway 

mballway@turley. com 

Agawam Parents for Children First, a grassroots 
group formed last year to oppose federal- and state- 
mandated changes in curriculum and testing, will 
host a Common Core Information Session with 
guest speakers next month at the Senior Center. 

Michele Labonte-Veras, the leader of the par¬ 
ents group, told the City Council this week that 
she hopes to organize Agawam parents, grandpar¬ 
ents, teachers and taxpayers together with similar 
groups across the state to oppose the new national 
standards and the Partnership of Readiness for 
College and Careers test, or PARCC, which is re¬ 
placing MCAS as the state’s standardized test. 

“I have learned this is a political fight,” Labonte- 
Veras said. Across the state, she added, “parents, 
teachers, administrators, along with the School 
Committee, were not given a chance to comment. 
... This is not [just] an Agawam School District is¬ 
sue.” 

The informational session is 6:30 to 8 p.m. Mon¬ 
day, May 18, at the Agawam Senior Center, 954 
Main St. 

Guest speakers will include Dr. Sandra Stotsky, 
English-language arts standards expert, member of 
the Common Core Validation Committee and for¬ 
mer senior associate commissioner at the Massa¬ 
chusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education; and Jamie Gass, director of the Center 
for School Reform at the Pioneer Institute, who has 
framed, commissioned and managed more than 60 
research papers and numerous policy events on K- 
12 education reform topics. 

After a presentation, the panelists will take 
questions from the audience. Some topics to be 
addressed include: 

• Who created the Common Core program? 
Who voted to adopt it? 

• Are Common Core math and English stan¬ 
dards less rigorous than the existing Massachu¬ 
setts statewide curriculum? 

• Will local teachers lose their ability to address 
individual childrens needs? 

Agawam City Councilor Anthony Suffriti said he 
hoped town residents would attend the forum. 

“People need to get involved and stand for what 
is right for the children,” Suffriti said. 

For more information, visit https://twitter.com/ 
commoncoreforum. 
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‘Dust off your New Year’s Resolution’ 


We’ve got a special 12-week program 
to help you reach your goals! 

Work with our fitness coaches, have access to 
exclusive group personal training classes. 

We’ll get you where you want to be. 

Various programs available in both 
West Springfield and Chicopee. 


Registration ends April 30th. 
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Bigger book club eyes 
April 30 ‘symposium’ 

By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley.com 



The new book club at the Agawam Public Library is a 
big deal. 

Richard Morassi, a former city councilor, is piloting a 
large-group book club on April 30, and he is inviting more 
residents to join in on the fun. 

Morassi, now retired, splits his time between Agawam 
and Florida. In Florida, he is part of a book club that in¬ 
cludes more than 30 people. 

“Because the number of participants swelled to over 
30,” said Morassi. “The normal book club discussion was 
not possible. Instead, an alternate format was adopted. 
Once the book was introduced, discussion commenced 
with participants sharing their thoughts and reactions to 
the book, one at a time and only once.” 

Morassi said the expe¬ 
rience he had was really 
positive and allowed him 
to get a lot of interesting 
perspectives. 

“We had people in our 
group that came from all 
different kinds of back¬ 
grounds,” said Morassi. 

“We read a lot of books 
that had a lot of cultural 
and contemporary is¬ 
sues. So I heard a lot of 
different opinions. It can 
really be eye-opening.” 

Morassi says smaller 
book discussions involve 
a lot of back-and-forth 
discussions, but he en¬ 
joyed the larger club 
shares because it in¬ 
cludes more people. 

Because of the differ¬ 
ent perspectives, Morassi 
believes the experience 
would also qualify as a cultural event. 

“I went to both the Cultural Council and the Friends of 
the Agawam Public Library and I pitched the event,” said 
Morassi. 

The organizing committee for the event has coined the 
event “Zip One Book Symposium.” The book selected is 
“The Invention of Wings” by Sue Monk Kidd. Readers will 
attend the gathering on Thursday, April 30, at 7 p.m. at the 
library. The library expects to have at least 20 copies of the 
book available, Morassi said. 

The symposium is also open to people who haven’t read 
the book and simply want to listen to readers’ comments. 

“I think this group has the potential to be really popular 
and productive,” said Morassi. “We can get a lot of people 
involved and there is no budget required to put on this 
event.” 

To help promote the event, Morassi noted four Agawam 
city councilors have agreed to read the book and take part 
in the customer. Morassi said he recruited councilors Rob¬ 
ert Rossi, Dennis Perry, Joseph Mineo and Gina Letellier. 

For more information about taking part in the book 
discussion or to check the availability of the book, call the 
Agawam Public Library at 413-789-1550. 


Sue Monk Kidd’s “The Invention of 
Wings” is the inaugurai seiection 
for the Zip One Book Symposium, 
a iarge-group book ciub meeting 
Aprii 30 at the Agawam Pubiic Li¬ 
brary. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY 
MICHAEL J. BALLWAY 






THE DEADLINE 
TO REMOVE ALL 
DECORATIONS 

at Agawam Center Cemetery 

820 Main Street, Agawam 

HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO 
APRIL 15, 2015 

The Cemetery Will Remove the 
Remaining Decorations 




Paint party to raise money for cancer Reiay 


By Mike Lydick 

aan@turiey.com 

Christine Foley is turning her love of painting into a 
fundraiser for the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life 
of Agawam with a “paint ’n’ sip” event at St. Anne Country 
Club in Feeding Hills. 

Foley is hoping to attract as many as a 100 aspiring 
painters to join her to put paint to canvas, sip their favorite 
beverage, enjoy some light appetizers, and create a keep¬ 
sake painting of an anchor attached to a cancer ribbon. 
Foley said painting fundraisers have become popular late¬ 
ly, so she decided to hold a painting party to raise money 
for her Relay team, “Nellie’s Knockers.” 

“As a painter, I love the idea of creating a keepsake in 
remembrance or support of someone in a person’s life 
who has been affected by cancer. I’m hoping we will bring 
in a large crowd. It’s a fun way to raise money for a great 
cause.” 

“Paint night” will be held Friday, April 17, from 7 to 9 
p.m. According to Foley, the cost is $40 per person, $25 of 
goes to event sponsor Paint Sip Fun to cover the cost of 
supplies and staff. St. Anne is donating the space and is 
charging only $5 per person to provide light appetizers and 
a cash bar. The remaining $10 per person will go directly to 
Foley’s team to benefit the Relay for Life. 

Foley said she joined the team to help raise money for 
the cancer Relay because of her daughter Madelyne, a 16- 
year-old cancer survivor. 

“Madelyne was diagnosed as an infant with a neuro¬ 
blastoma on her kidney,” said Foley. “At just 2 months old, 
Madelyne received her first major surgery — the first of 
four she incurred before the age of 5.” 

Neuroblastoma is a rare type of childhood cancer that 
develops in infants and young children. 

“We were told that she would require extensive chemo¬ 
therapy and had very slim survival chances,” said Foley. 

But Madelyne beat the odds and the diagnosis. Today, 
she’s a healthy, active teenager with minimal side effects 
from some of her diagnosed diseases. Foley said that be¬ 
cause of organizations like the American Cancer Society 
and its Relay for Life events, parents now have far more 
resources to help them with co-payments, get help with 
travel expenses, and find support groups. 

“None of this was available to me — and I know what a 
huge difference it would have made,” said the West Spring- 
field resident. 

Foley, who took up painting about three years ago after 
attending a paint night, found the anchor and ribbon pic- 



Aspiring artists are invited to create their own keepsake paintings 
of this anchor and cancer ribbon as part of a fundraising event for 
Reiay for Life. SUBMIHED IMAGE 


ture while on Pinterest looking for painting ideas. 

“The image of an anchor attached to a cancer ribbon 
symbolizes how love, hope, and faith can anchor us through 
any struggle,” she said. “I intend on getting this image tat¬ 
tooed on my foot this summer. I thought this also would 
make a very universal — and meaningful — painting.” 

Erin Leigh Rhindress, owner Paint Sip Fun, which is 
based in Hampden, will guide participants in creating their 
paintings. Foley emphasized that no painting experience is 
required and that the painting’s colors and images can be 
personalized: “All you need to bring is enthusiasm.” 

The fourth annual Relay for Life of Agawam will be held 
at School Street Park in May. The 18-hour Relay begins at 6 
p.m. on Friday, May 15, and ends at noon on Saturday, May 
16. During the event, teams will walk around the perimeter 
of the park’s ball field. At least one member of each Relay 
team will walk throughout the night to symbolize that can¬ 
cer never sleeps. 

The fundraising goal for the 2015 Relay is $85,000. Since 
the Relay has been held in Agawam, it has raised more than 
$250,000. Foley said her team set a goal of raising $1,000 
this year, but so far has raised more than $3,500. 

“We are going strong and will continue to raise money 
for this year’s Relay. There should never be a limit as to how 
much money we can raise to fight cancer,” she added. 

Tickets for the painting fundraiser can be purchased at 
www.paintsipfun.com. 


Pet painting to support cancer society 


The Agawam Dog Owners Group will host a “Paint Your 
Pet” fundraiser on Monday, April 20, from 6-9 p.m. at Kap- 
tain Jimmy’s Restaurant, 916 Suffield St., Agawam, in sup¬ 
port of the American Cancer Society’s Bark for Life of the 
Pioneer Valley. 

Experienced artists from Paint Sip Fun will sketch at¬ 
tendees’ pets on canvas from a picture that is emailed 
upon registration, and will have it ready to be painted that 
evening. No experience is necessary. PSF artists will be on 
hand to help create the portrait. Any animal, including cat, 
bird, hamster, lizard or dog, living or deceased, may be 
painted. 

The event is for for participants age 14 and over. The 
cost is $35, with all profits going directly to the American 
Cancer Society. 


To register, visit www.paintsipfun.com and scroll 
through the calendar for this event. Registration deadline 
is April 16, at which time pet photos are also due. Food and 
drinks will be available for purchase. To submit a pet pho¬ 
to, or for more information, email info@paintsipfun.com. 

The American Cancer Society's Bark for Life of the Pio¬ 
neer Valley is a noncompetitive walk event for dogs and 
their owners to raise funds and awareness for the Ameri¬ 
can Cancer Society’s fight against cancer. This year’s event 
takes place on Sunday, May 3, at Stanley Park, Westfield. 
To join the Agawam Dog Owners Group Bark for Life event 
team, email adogsecretary@gmail.com. The public is in¬ 
vited to bring their best canine friend and enjoy a fun-filled 
day starting with a walk and continuing with demonstra¬ 
tions, contests and games. 
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Opinion 

OUR VIEW 

In response to tragedy, 
a cause to take heart 

W hen tragedy strikes a member of the Aga¬ 
wam community, the town pulls together 
to support its own. Were seeing this again 
with Alex Scafuri, the high school student who was 
struck in a hit-and-run accident last month. Fellow 
students are conducting a “penny war” fundraiser to 
help with Scafuri’s medical expenses. The business 
community is stepping up with benefit promotions 
of its own. Family friends and ordinary folks from 
around Agawam are donating to the Scafuri medical 
fund at www.giveforward.com. 

This sort of outpouring has happened so many 
times that it feels ordinary and automatic, like the 
streetlights coming on at dusk or the ice melting ev¬ 
ery spring. Of course, it’s neither one. An Agawam 
family will never be the same because of this crime. 
The dozens of people who have organized fundrais¬ 
ers made a decision to give up a portion of their lives 
to help a neighbor. Even the hundreds of people who 
“just” attended an event or donated money did some¬ 
thing extraordinary. They, too, are making a gift to a 
stranger, the gift of their time, the gift of the luxury 
that they won’t purchase because of their contribu¬ 
tion to Alex. 

Still, that’s life in a small town — even a big small 
town like Agawam. What’s been even more heart¬ 
warming, in the response since mid-March, is how 
#TeamAlex has members outside the borders of Aga¬ 
wam. That includes a fundraiser at Wilbraham &: 
Monson Academy — spearheaded by students who 
live in Agawam, and timed to coincide with a volley¬ 
ball game against Agawam High School — but also, 
most notably, a school-wide fundraiser at South Had¬ 
ley High School. 

The high schoolers in South Hadley have no con¬ 
nection to Alex, the Scafuri family or Agawam. They 
aren’t part of this community. They’re simply kind- 
hearted teenagers who saw a good cause and self¬ 
lessly wanted to help. 

One of the organizers said he was inspired to start 
the fundraiser simply because a news story about the 
accident struck a chord with him. Another of the stu¬ 
dents said he was happy to “pay it forward” after re¬ 
ceiving help himself from a nonprofit group last year. 

Some people choose to focus on life’s injustices 
— the fact that bad things can happen to good peo¬ 
ple, the fact that an innocent teenager, just trying to 
get home from volleyball practice, can be brutally 
injured by an alleged drunk driver. But when these 
same people complain about the self-centered, dis¬ 
connected younger generation, remember those gen¬ 
erous souls at Agawam High, Wilbraham 8c Monson 
Academy and South Hadley High — some of them Al¬ 
ex’s friends, some of them complete strangers — who 
are showing the depths of their compassion. And 
when those people lament the death of small-town 
America and community spirit, tell them they’re alive 
and well, and always ready to step up when tested, 
here in Agawam. 

What do you think? Send your letter to the editor to 
aan@turley com. 


£-J ■ 






A STUDY HAS SHOWN THAT PEOPLE 
“LIKE” COMMUNITY PAPERS FOR 
THE NEWS THEY NEED AND THE 
ADVERTISING THEY RELY ON 

It was determined that 43.8% of readers 
keep their paper for more than 10 days, 

while 69% thought local newspapers provided valuable 
shopping and advertising information. 


Turley^ 

Publications, Inc 

vwvw.turley.com 


*National Newspaper 
Association Reader Survey 



Letters to the Editor 
Many contributed to St. Pat’s award 


Congratulations. The Agawam St. Pat¬ 
rick Committee took the first place award 
for their Irish theme fioat, “A Bit of the Old 
Sod.” 

Talk about teamwork and community 
building. Every member took on tasks from 
April 2014 through March 2015, including 
fundraising, prep and building, gathering 
materials for the fioat, programs and gifts 
for the Colleen and her court, each gifted 
ladies. The judges had a difficult time this 
year’s selection. 

Many happy events and generous vol¬ 
unteers helped with the transportation 


of the fioat to the parade, and volunteers 
prepared food for all on parade day. Bless 
all of our sponsors for the dollars which 
helped to build our winning fioat. A huge 
thank you goes out to the Agawam Cultural 
Council, Six Flags, the Agawam Senior Cen¬ 
ter and St. John’s Church. 

Please visit the Agawam Public Library 
to see our glass case of awards and our 2015 
trophy for first place win in the 2015 Holy¬ 
oke Parade. 

The Agawam St. Patrick Committee 


JAY SPEAKS 


Fixation on ‘Fiddler’ 


F or several Augusts, Kitty and I have 
wended our way north to West 
Swanzey, N.H. There, at Pilgrim 
Pines, we have attended a Road 
Scholar program (formerly El¬ 
der Hostel). It is primarily mu¬ 
sic oriented with programs on 
opera, Broadway musicals, re¬ 
ligious music and the like. The 
program concludes with an 
evening of the Craig Hart family 
entertaining us with a wide va¬ 
riety of their talents, leading up 
to Craig’s rendition of “If I were a 
Rich Man” from “Fiddler on the 
Roof.” Craig is a former Metro¬ 
politan Opera bass-baritone and this song 
is perfect for his style. 

I have had a romance with “Fiddler” 
since it appeared on Broadway in the 1970s. 
Kitty and 1 have seen it on Broadway, in the 
movies, at local stage companies, touring 
professionals, and most recently last Sun¬ 
day on the stage at our congregation, Sinai 
Temple in Springfield. 

There are a great number of reasons 
why it appeals to me, as well as many, many 
ethnic audiences. The first attraction is the 
locale of the storyline. The Shetl is called 
Anatevka, somewhere in greater Russia, 
in the year 1905. My dad Samuel was born 
in Shepetovka. Somewhere in the perfor¬ 
mance it is mentioned that Kiev is close by, 
and Shepetovka is fairly close to Kiev. 

Fiddler ends with the entire village 
leaving for the United States, and Shepe¬ 
tovka must have had a similar experience, 
because in one of the Boston suburbs there 
is a cemetery with the name Shepetovka... 
for villagers who migrated from there. 

Also in “Fiddler,” a young man appears 
in Anatevka and announces that he is 
from Kiev. He develops a fondness for one 
of Tevye’s daughters and eventually they 
end up on a train to Siberia. In our family, 
Kitty’s grandmother had a sister named 
Cele. She fell in love with a radical student 
from Kiev and eventually they ended up in 


Siberia. In fact, Kitty’s middle name is Cele 
after her grandmother’s sister. 

My dad’s father, named Gershon 
(Americanized to Joseph), left 
Shepetovka in 1898 and landed 
in New York. My dad said that 
after he left the ship, there were 
a great number of kiosks on the 
waterfront. Each kiosk was for a 
particular city where they were 
looking for workers in a certain 
industry. Lowell for woolens, 
Haverhill for shoes, and the one 
where Gershon went, Lawrence 
for fabrics. Each kiosk arranged 
transportation with a promise 
of housing and a job. 

In 1903, he had saved enough money 
to send for the balance of his family. Ger¬ 
shon was very involved in the strike for 
better wages and working conditions in 
Lawrence known worldwide as the “Bread 
and Roses Strike.” A thrown rock struck 
my grandfather and he lost the sight of an 
eye. 

In the play “Fiddler,” the townspeople 
use the respectful term “Reb” (not to be 
confused with the term Rabbi) for those 
who could read and knew more about 
worldly affairs. Gershon was always spo¬ 
ken to as “Reb” Gershon. He had another 
accolade — that was “Reb Gershon the 
Roiter.” meaning “Gershon the Red.” I al¬ 
ways thought that referred to his beard, 
which indeed was red. But no ... it referred 
to his politics, which were socialist trend¬ 
ing to Communist. 

“Fiddler” has a great story line that I 
can identify with, and many songs that 
I can hum along with. I will continue to 
attend movies and plays and continue to 
love and admire “Fiddler.” It speaks to my 
background and upbringing. 

Jay Berger is retiredfrom ajob in publish¬ 
ing and lives in Agawam with his wife Kitty. 
They have three children and six grandchil¬ 
dren. 
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COUNCIL I 

“I would hope that [proponents] would 
be concerned enough about our future 
that we wouldn’t rush it through and do it 
wrong,” Letellier said. 

On Tuesday, Mayor Richard Cohen said 
he would prepare a new job description 
in time for the Legislative Subcommittee’s 
planned April 8 meeting, after the Aga¬ 
wam Advertiser News’ deadline. He added, 
however, that he believes the City Council’s 
role is to approve the concept and provide 
funding; the details of hiring and oversight 
belong to the executive branch. 

Cohen said he’s been asking that the City 
Council establish this position for a year. 
Councilor James Cichetti, who chairs the 
council’s Legislative Subcommittee, said he 
recently decided to revisit the proposal. 

“I learned there is a state law that says 
that someone in town needs to be desig¬ 
nated as the Chief Procurement Officer,” 
said Cichetti. 

In small towns, the procurement officer 
is often someone already employed in some 
additional capacity, such as a town manag¬ 
er. Cohen said cities and towns of Agawam’s 
size generally have at least one person who 
focuses entirely on procurement. He said 
West Springfield, for example, has a two- 
person department. Furthermore, only 
one current town employee, the Commu¬ 
nity Preservation Act administrator, holds 
the correct state certification to serve as a 
procurement officer — despite the fact that 
the procurement process is currently run 
by individual department heads, the Law 
Department and the mayor. 

Jennifer Bonfiglio, the CPA administra¬ 
tor, has handled procurements for CPA 
projects and also has assisted the town for 
other projects. Cohen said a former law 
clerk also was certified. For the schools, the 
business manager has been handling pro¬ 
curements, Cohen said. 

Cohen said he is confident that Aga¬ 
wam’s “millions of dollars” of annual pro¬ 
curements will provide enough work for a 
separate procurement officer. 

“The idea of a procurement officer is to 
research and make sure we are getting the 
best bang for our dollars,” Cohen said. “In 


from page 1 

the end, it saves us money.” 

At the council meeting, Letellier also 
said that the job description is being left 
undefined because “we know who we want 
to hire.” She later declined to elaborate on 
her statement. 

The mayor said the hiring process, if the 
position is approved, will follow the same 
competitive procedure as any other open- 
ing; 

“All positions are posted,” Cohen said. “It 
has to be posted in-house first. If nobody is 
selected by the committee in-house, it will 
be opened” to outside candidates. 

At a March 30 meeting of the Legislative 
Subcommittee, councilors debated over 
what parts of the town budget would be re¬ 
sponsible for paying for the position, which 
carried a salary of at least $51,000 in the 
proposal made by Cohen last year. 

Councilor Robert Rossi believes that 
part of the salary should come from the 
water and sewer enterprise funds. Both are 
self-sustaining budgets funded by user fees. 
The procurement officer would be respon¬ 
sible for preparing documents for projects 
in both divisions. 

Other areas could include the Depart¬ 
ment of Public Works and the general gov¬ 
ernment budget. 

Rossi also argued the School Depart¬ 
ment should use the procurement offi¬ 
cer and contribute to part of the salary. 
“I really believe this procurement officer 
should handle projects for the town and 
for the schools,” said Rossi. “I don’t think 
there is enough work on the town side for 
this job.” 

Cohen, who did not attend the subcom¬ 
mittee meeting, said he would be happy to 
have the town and schools share the pro¬ 
curement officer, but believes there is more 
than enough work on the town side to jus¬ 
tify the position. 

“It is a lot of work and research to put 
together documents for all the different 
projects the town does,” said Cohen. “This 
is something we definitely need and that is 
why I proposed it last year. I am glad to see 
that the City Council has decided to pick 
this up and bring it back forward.” 


MATCH I 

Weaver’s included five tours of duty in 
the Armed Forces while Anderson worked 
for a property management firm, a job she 
has had for many years. 

But about a year and a half ago, her 
kidney functions began to fail and she was 
faced with finding a donor, or possibly los¬ 
ing her life. Weaver again stepped up to the 
plate, but with modern technology and fur¬ 
ther testing, he was found to be no longer a 
match for Anderson and could not donate. 

“It is possible changes over time could 
have caused them not to be a match any¬ 
more,” said Mary Ann Kleeberg, a trans¬ 
plant nurse at Baystate Medical Center 
in Springfield. “Also, testing technologies 
have improved.” 

Kleeberg said knowing now Anderson 
and Weaver were not a match could have 
meant Anderson would have rejected 
Weaver’s kidney 13 years ago. 

But Anderson still had a need and Weav¬ 
er was still willing to give a kidney. The two 
were entered into an exchange program. 
About two months ago, they were paired 
with another set of two people, a person in 
need of a transplant and a friend who was 
willing to donate. 

That donor was compatible for Ander¬ 
son, while Weaver’s kidney matched the 
other patient in need of a transplant. 

“It’s such a wonderful program when we 
are able to find pairs that are a match with 
each other,” said Kleeberg, who could not 
name the other pair due to privacy laws. 

About two months ago. Weaver and 
Anderson both underwent surgery at Bay- 
state. Weaver’s kidney was removed and 
brought to be donated to the individual in 
the exchange. Anderson received her need¬ 
ed kidney. 

Both have been in recovery since that 
time. 

“Everything has been going really well,” 
said Anderson. “I am so grateful for the op¬ 
portunity to have a working kidney again.” 

In the first six weeks following the sur¬ 
gery, Anderson has shown no signs of rejec¬ 
tion. Kleeberg has been guiding Anderson 
and Weaver through the process, and is 
very pleased with their progress. 
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“Paige has been a wonderful patient and 
she has fiown through the recovery,” said 
Kleeberg. 

Kleeberg says even though Weaver was 
not the direct donor for Anderson, their re¬ 
lationship and willingness to pair together 
made it possible for Anderson to receive 
her donation. 

“I think it is the fact that they are such 
good friends that makes their story so 
unique,” said Kleeberg. “It’s truly amazing 
and stories like this and helping give people 
life makes my heart beat.” 

Weaver downplayed the importance of 
his role, saying he simply laid on the table 
and gave the kidney, something he was 
happy to do. 

“I don’t feel like I gave up much,” said 
Weaver. “I think the real credit goes to all 
the surgeons who did great work on Paige 
and 1.” 

Anderson said she is grateful to Ander¬ 
son for his sacrifice and for the exchange 
program that made her donation possible. 
She returned to work in late March — co¬ 
incidentally, Kidney Donation Awareness 
Month — and says she feels more energetic 
and alive than she has in the past. 

“Before, I relied on a lot of medication 
for my kidney function,” said Anderson. “It 
made me tired and run-down. I can’t de¬ 
scribe the energy I have now. I am more ac¬ 
tive and not as fatigued anymore.” 

Weaver has been recovering at home 
with his girlfriend at his home in New 
Hampshire. With his family still in the 
Springfield area and his longtime friend¬ 
ship with Anderson, however. Weaver 
makes frequent visits to the area. 

Both said they were proud to promote 
kidney donation awareness for Baystate. 

“When we joined the exchange pro¬ 
gram, it helped make me aware of the need 
and that it exists,” said Weaver. 

Anderson says she will always be grate¬ 
ful to the program and will do what she can 
to promote awareness. 

“I think this program is so important 
and people should know that there is an¬ 
other option out there for them,” said An¬ 
derson. 
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In the Classroom 


Sign up by Tuesday for robotics teams 


Agawam High School Counseling bulletin 


Agawam Robotics Education Associa¬ 
tion will host a registration session for all 
levels of robotics program for 2015-16 
school year Tuesday, April 14, from 6 to 8 
p.m. at the Agawam Public Library, 750 
Cooper St. 

"'Junior FIRST Lego League is a program 
for students in kindergarten through grade 
3 in Agawam, which introduces the young¬ 
er students to the world of science and 
technology. This program features a real- 
world challenge to be solved by research, 
critical thinking and imagination. Guided 
by parent coaches, students work with 
Lego elements and moving parts to create 
solutions and present them for review. This 
program is sponsored by Agawam Robotics 
to Agawam students free of charge. 

FIRST Lego League is a program for 
Agawam students in grades 4 to 6 that in¬ 
troduces them to real-world engineering 
challenges by building Lego-based robots 


AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL 

The Agawam High School lunch menu is posted on 
the school’s website. 

AGAWAM JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

Monday, April 13: Chicken drummies, baked fries, 
seasoned vegetable, fresh and chilled fruit. 

Tuesday, April 14: All-beef taco, cheese, lettuce 
and tomato, seasoned white rice, steamed 
corn, fresh and chilled fruit. 

Wednesday, April 15: Macaroni and cheese, gar¬ 
lic breadstick, steamed peas, fresh and chilled 
fruit. 

Thursday, April 16: Manager’s choice. 

Friday, April 17: Personal pan pizza, salad with life 
dressing, fresh and chilled fruit, baked cookie. 

ROBERTA G. DOERING SCHOOL 

Monday, April 13: Chicken drummies, baked fries, 
seasoned vegetable, fresh and chilled fruit. 

Tuesday, April 14: All-beef taco, cheese, lettuce 
and tomato, seasoned white rice, steamed 
corn, fresh and chilled fruit. 

Wednesday, April 15: Macaroni and cheese, gar¬ 
lic breadstick, steamed peas, fresh and chilled 
fruit. 

Thursday, April 16: Manager’s choice. 

Friday, April 17: Personal pan pizza, salad with life 
dressing, fresh and chilled fruit, baked cookie. 


The Agawam High School Band Parents 
Association is hosting the second annual 
Band-athon from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sat¬ 
urday, May 16, at Agawam High School, 760 
Cooper St. The event will be held rain or 
shine. 

In addition to raising much-needed 
funds for the award-winning AHS band 
program, the Band-athon will showcase 
the talent of current AHS band students 
participating in the high school’s march¬ 
ing band and color guard, symphony band, 
wind ensemble and jazz band. Musical per¬ 
formances throughout the day will also in¬ 
clude AHS band alumni ensembles created 


to complete tasks on a thematic playing 
surface. FLL teams, guided by their imagi¬ 
nations and adult coaches, discover career 
possibilities and through the process, learn 
to make positive contributions to society. 
Registration fee for this program is $50 per 
student and $25 for each additional stu¬ 
dent in the same family when signed up at 
the same time. 

FIRST Tech Challenge is geared toward 
Agawam students in grades 7 and 8. Teams 
are responsible to develop strategy, design¬ 
ing and building robots based on sound 
engineering principles, then programming 
their robots to compete in an alliance for¬ 
mat against other teams. Registration fee 
for this level is $75 per student. 

For more information, visit www.usfirst. 
org. Anyone not able to attend the signup 
session may contact Wincy Chan at win- 
cychan@comcast.net for more informa¬ 
tion. 


AGAWAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

Monday, April 13: Chicken drunnnnies, baked fries, 
seasoned vegetable, fresh and chilled fruit. 

Tuesday, April 14: All-beef taco, cheese, lettuce 
and toimato, seasoned white rice, steaimed 
corn, fresh and chilled fruit. 

Wednesday, April 15: Macaroni and cheese, gar¬ 
lic breadstick, steanned peas, fresh and chilled 
fruit. 

Thursday, April 16: Manager’s choice. 

Friday, April 17: Personal pan pizza, salad with life 
dressing, fresh and chilled fruit, baked cookie. 

ELEMENTARY BREAKFAST MENU 

Monday, April 13: Assorted low-sugar cereal, 1 
percent low-fat imilk, cinnaimon grahaim crack¬ 
ers, mozzarella cheese string, chilled juice. 

Tuesday, April 14: Assorted low-sugar cereal, 1 
percent low-fat milk, assorted Nutri-Grain bars, 
mozzarella cheese string, chilled juice. 

Wednesday, April 15: Assorted low-sugar cereal, 
1 percent low-fat milk, assorted muffins, moz¬ 
zarella cheese string, chilled juice. 

Thursday, April 16: Assorted low-sugar cereal, 1 
percent low-fat milk, assorted Trix yogurt, moz¬ 
zarella cheese string, chilled juice. 

Friday, April 17: Pillsbury mini chocolate-chip pan¬ 
cakes with syrup for dipping, mozzarella cheese 
string, chilled 1 percent low-fat milk, chilled 
juice. 


for this event, and established bands and 
musical groups containing alumni mem¬ 
bers. 

The event will also include a DJ, food, 
crafter and vendor tables, raffle prizes, a 
dunk tank, face painting for kids and much 
more. Last year’s event was a great success 
and lots of fun. 

All AHS band alumni, members of a 
band or musical group that would like to 
perform at this year’s Band-athon and all 
former AHS band and color guard mem¬ 
bers that would like to be a part of this 
event are asked to contact Jodi Albertson 
at msjodia@aol.com. 


College Acceptances: Dylan Marshall: 
Navy; Sarah Kamukala: Northeastern 
University, New York University, Boston 
University, Quinnipiac University, UMass 
Amherst, UMass Boston; Jeffrey Leclerc: 
George Washington University; Stephen 
Mateus: Western New England University, 
UMass Amherst, Suffolk University; Ashley 
Tibbetts: Western New England University; 
Xinming “Simon” Li: Merrimack College. 

Open Houses/Informational Ses¬ 
sions: Many colleges are hosting events in 
the next few weeks. Check the college web¬ 
site for more information and to confirm 
the date and time of the event. 

American International College: 
April 11, 25; Babson College: April 19, 24; 
Bay Path College: April 18, 25; Castleton 
State College: April 18; Champlain College: 
April 18, 25; Clark University: April 11, 18, 
25; Colby Sawyer College: April 25; Con¬ 
necticut College: April 11,18; Dean College: 
April 18; Elms College: April 25; Emmanuel 
College: April 18,25; Endicott College: April 
25; Fairfield University: April 25; Fitchburg 
State University: April 11, 25; Framingham 
State University: April 25; Franklin Pierce 
University: April 11, 25; Gordon College: 
April 29; Hampshire College: April 22; John¬ 
son State College: April 24; Lasell College: 
April 18, 25; Lyndon State College: April 
24; Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts: 
April 20, 25; Mt. Ida College: April 11; New 
England College: April 11; New England In¬ 
stitute of Technology: April 25; Quinnipiac 
University: April 11, 18, 25; Regis College: 
April 21, 22, 23; Roger Williams University: 
April 12; Saint Anselm’s College: April 20- 
24; Saint Michael’s College: April 18; Smith 
College: April 25; Southern New Hampshire 
College: April 20; Springfield College: April 
6, 8,17,20, 22, 24, 27; Sterling College: April 
25; Wheaton College: April 18; Wellesley 
College: April 25; Wentworth Institute of 
Technology: April 11; University of Massa¬ 
chusetts Dartmouth: April 11; University of 
Vermont: April 25. 

American Legion Youth Cadel Law 
Enforcement Program: This program is 
sponsored by the American Legion. Youths 
looking to increase their understanding of 
the job of police officers and to be exposed 
to the demands of police training are en¬ 
couraged to apply to this one-week, inten¬ 
sive, summer residential learning program 
for ages 15-17. There is a fee. Visit www. 
legion.org/juniorlaw/about for more infor¬ 
mation and to apply. Space is limited. Due: 
April 30. 

ACTs: June 13 (sign up by May 8). 

SATs: May 2 (sign up by April 6); June 6 
(sign up by May 8). 

Nurse’s Aide Course: Professional Care 
Academy, 270 Main St, Agawam, has open- 


The Agawam Junior High School 
Drama Club will present “Annie Jr.” 
Tuesday and Wednesday, April 14 and 
15, at 7 p.m. in the school’s auditorium. 

Based on “Little Orphan Annie” by 
permission of the Tribune Media Ser- 


ings for this course. Students must be a 
high school graduate and can enroll in ei¬ 
ther a four- or five-week course followed by 
the completion of 116 clinical hours. Upon 
completion of the course, a home health 
aide certification will be earned. Books 
and uniform are included in the $1,000 fee. 
One $250 scholarship will be awarded to 
a graduating senior. If interested, call 413- 
391-7926 for more information or to enroll. 
See Ms. Sheehan in the Career Center if you 
have any further questions. 

Academy Day: Congressman Richard E. 
Neal will be hosting this on April 26 at 12:30 
p.m. at Westover Air Reserve Base, Wing 
Conference Center. This is an opportunity 
to meet US. service academy representa¬ 
tives from West Point, US. Naval Academy, 
US. Air Force Academy and US. Merchant 
Marine Academy as well as representa¬ 
tives from the US. Coast Guard Academy, 
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC), 
Norwich University and Mass Maritime 
Academy. Attendees will learn about acad¬ 
emy life from cadets and midshipmen, as 
well as the nominations and appointments 
process for academies. Pre-registration 
is required for this event by April 3. Visit 
neal.house.gov for details and registration 
form. 

Springfield National College Fair: 

NACAC invites students to the Big E on 
Sunday, April 12, from 1 to 4 p.m. Register 
for the college fair at www.gotomyncf.com. 
It will save you time by providing you with a 
personalized barcode that can be scanned 
at each booth rather than having to write 
your information multiple times. You may 
also view a list of participating institutions 
by clicking on the college fair link on the 
same website. Check the list often for up¬ 
dates. 

STCC STEM Academy: Open to se¬ 
niors with a minimum 2.00 GPA who are 
interested in pursuing a STEM career (sci¬ 
ence, technology, engineering or math 
field) and plan on attending STCC in the 
fall. This academy begins in the summer 
and is free for accepted participants. Pro¬ 
gram participants earn a $400 stipend, free 
college courses, attend free field trips to 
learn more about STEM careers, hear from 
STEM experts and participate in hands-on 
activities with some of the STEM profes¬ 
sors. Interested applicants must submit a 
STCC admissions application for the fall 
and a STEM Starter Academy application. 
The STEM Starter Academy application is 
available at www.stcc.edu/stemacademy/. 
Students must submit both applications by 
May 1. 

Scholarships: See your counselor for 
more information or an application. 


vices Inc., the musical was originally 
produced by Stephen R. Friedman. 
Tickets, which are are $5 for adults, $3 
for children and free for all those under 
the age of 5, will be sold at the door. 

The public is invited. 


School Lunch 


AHS band, color guard alumni 
sought for May 16 Band-A-Thon 


AJHS to present ‘Annie Jr.’ 
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Dog park groundbreaking Tuesday 


The mayor, Parks and Recreation 
Department and Agawam Dog Owners 
Group will host a ceremonial ground¬ 
breaking at 1 p.m. Tuesday, April 14, on 
the site of the long-awaited Agawam 
Dog Park. 

The new dog park will be located 
at 124 Armory Drive, part of the Shea 
Field complex. Members of the public 
are invited to attend the groundbreak¬ 
ing. 

Berkshire Design Group of 
Northampton has designed the park 


and JL Construction of West Spring- 
field will be constructing the park over 
the next couple of months. The grand 
opening is expected this summer. 

Funding for this $200,000 addition 
to the town came from a generous gift 
from the Stanton Foundation, which 
donated 100 percent of the design ser¬ 
vices and 90 percent of the construc¬ 
tion costs. ADOG donated $10,000 of 
privately raised money, and town Com¬ 
munity Preservation Act funds added 
$14,000. 


Presentation to focus on helping home sellers 


Glenmeadow Retirement will offer a 
panel presentation in Agawam that focus¬ 
es on how to increase a home’s value be¬ 
fore listing it on the market. The event will 
take place Tuesday, April 14, from 10 a.m. 
to noon at the Agawam Public Library, 750 
Cooper St. 

The three panelists include Amy Woolf, 
an architectural color consultant from 
Northampton, Laura DuPont of Pioneer 
Valley Home Staging of Amherst, and Mark 
Roy of East Coast Home Inspections, LLC, 
of Enfield, Conn. 

During the panel presentation, “Home 
Sweet Investment: Increasing Your Home’s 
Value Before You Sell,” the three will offer 
information on how sellers can make their 
homes emotionally appealing to buyers, 
tackle deferred maintenance and navigate 
the inspection process. 

Seating is limited at this free event, and 


registration is required; call 413-567-7800 
or email learning@glenmeadow.org. Visit 
glenmeadow.org/learning for more infor¬ 
mation. Glenmeadow Retirement is at 24 
Tabor Crossing, Longmeadow. 

As an architectural color consultant, 
Woolf has won a national award for kitch¬ 
en design and been recognized in national 
media. 

DuPont advises sellers on interior en¬ 
hancements and curb appeal. In 2007, she 
launched Pioneer Valley Home Staging 
along with her husband and business part¬ 
ner, Donald Perreault, who has more than 
30 years of experience in landscaping and 
garden design. 

Roy is a mechanical engineer whose 
seminars for first-time homebuyers re¬ 
ceived recognition from Connecticut 
Mortgage Bankers Association. He has in¬ 
spected over 5,500 homes. 


Agawam Senior Center 


Lunch Menu 

Monday, April 13: Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, green beans, oranges. 

Tuesday, April 14: Chicken and broccoli alfredo, 
Caesar salad, Jell-0. 

Wednesday, April 15: Baked ham, roasted sweet 
potatoes, peas, baked good. 

Thursday, April 16: Chicken chow mein, brown 
rice, crunchy noodles, pudding. 

Friday, April 17: Baked fish, rice pilaf, buttered 
spinach, peaches. 

Calendar of Events 

Monday, April 13: 8 a.m.. Weight Training; 8:15 
a.m.. Yoga; 9 a.m.. Painting Club; 9:30 a.m.. 
Line Dancing; 11:30 a.m.. Gentle Yoga; 1 p.m.. 
Bingo, Budget Seminar with Chris Casale (Gar¬ 
den Room); 5:30 p.m., Zumba Gold. 

Tuesday, April 14: 9 a.m.. Knitting Class, Sewing 
Class; 10 a.m.. Computer Club Meets; 12:30 


p.m.. Ladies Billiards, Mah Jongg, Movie (“I 
Don’t Know How She Does It”); 1 p.m., Mexican 
Train Game; 2:30 p.m.. Chorus; 4 p.m.. Dis¬ 
ability Commission Meeting; 4:30 p.m.. Yoga; 6 
p.m.. Beginner Line Dance, Garden Club Meet¬ 
ing; 6:30 p.m.. Evening Sewing Class. 

Wednesday, April 15: 8a.m.,WeightTraining; 8:15 
a.m.. Yoga; 9:45 a.m.. Gentle Yoga; 12:30 p.m.. 
Bridge; 1 p.m.. Ballroom Lessons, Scrabble; 
1:30 p.m.. Golden Agers Chapter 2 Meeting; 
5:30 p.m., Zumba Gold. 

Thursday, April 16: 9:30 a.m.. Quilting; 10 a.m.. 
Line Dancing; 12:30 p.m.. Bridge; 1 p.m.. Pitch, 
Open Art Class; 2 p.m.. Melody Band Practice; 
6:30 p.m.. Pitch, Evening Line Dancing. 

Friday, April 17: 8 a.m.. Yoga; 9:15 a.m.. All Me¬ 
dia Art; 10 a.m., Tai Chi; Noon, Canasta; 1 
p.m.. Pitch, Cribbage, Eree Chorus Show (“Love 
Songs”); 5 p.m., 5:30 p.m., Zumba Gold; 7 p.m., 
Eree Chorus Show (“Love Songs”). 


‘Gangsters in Love’ 
at Senior Center 

The Agawam Senior Center, 954 
Main St., will host “Gangsters in Love” 
by Steve Henderson on Wednesday, 
April 29, from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. Free 
and open to the public, this highly in¬ 
teractive comedy murder mystery is a 
unique theatrical experience. 

The public is invited to join this 
cast and crew in the “making” of a 
Hollywood Western movie and solve 
a mystery while at it. 

This program is supported in part 
by a grant from the Agawam Cultural 
Council, a local agency that is sup¬ 
ported by the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council. 


Notes from the Music Room 

By Darcy Davis 

As we approach the home stretch for the 
“Love Songs” concert by the Memory Lane Cho¬ 
rus at the Agawam Senior Center, 954 Main St., 
on Friday, April 17, we would like to remind 
people that admission is free with a small dona¬ 
tion accepted to help with expenses. There will 
be two performances, one at 1:30 p.m. and the 
other at 7 p.m. 

We hope it will be an enjoyable afternoon or 
evening experience for attendees and also hope 
those in attendance will have an opportunity to 
visit the Music Room and all of its treasures. 

A printed program will be available with 
some amazing artistic contributions by its de¬ 
signers and a wealth of information on many 
of the songs that will be sung in telling a “love 
story” through songs. 


PublicSafety 

POLICE LOG 


Tickets now available 
for ‘In the Mood’ 

The St.John’s Travel Club will host a bus 
trip to see the 1940s musical revue, “In the 
Mood,” Wednesday, May 20, at the Emerson 
Colonial Theater, 106 Boylston St., Boston. 
A rhythmic, jazzy, brassy, romantic and 
patriotic 1940s production, this revue fea¬ 
tures a company of 19 on stage, a 13-piece 
Big Band and some high-fiying swing danc¬ 
ing. 

Tickets are $146 per person. Those at¬ 
tending will attend lunch prior to the show 
at Phillips Restaurant, 780 Morrissey Blvd., 
Boston. A $60 non-refundable deposit is 
due at sign-up with the balance due by 
April 25. 

The bus will depart St. John’s Church, 
833 Main St., Agawam, and will return at 
approximately 6:45 p.m. 


ACC seeks members 

The Agawam Cultural Council will meet 
Tuesday, April 21, at 7 p.m. at the Agawam 
Public Library, 750 Cooper St. The meeting 
is open to the public. 

A great opportunity exists with the ACC 
for anyone with an interest in providing 
diverse cultural events for the town. This 
all-volunteer organization, appointed by 
the mayor and funded, in part, by the Mas¬ 
sachusetts Cultural Council, is looking for 
new members. 

The ACC is charged with bringing engag¬ 
ing, entertaining and educational events 
and opportunities in the arts, humanities 
and sciences to children and adults from 
Agawam and surrounding communities. 

Teatime for the 
teddy bears 

The Agawam Congregational 
Church, 745 Main St., will again host 
the “Teddy Bear Tea” on Saturday, May 
2, at 1 p.m. Featuring tea sandwiches 
and special desserts served by white- 
gloved waiters, this event is $12 for 
adults and $5 for girls under 12. 

To purchase tickets, visit the 
church office Monday through Friday, 

8 a.m. to noon or at coffee hour. 


Family craft day set 
for April 25 

Forastiere Family Funeral 8c Crema¬ 
tion will host a Family Craft Day later this 
month. 

The event, which is free and open to the 
public, will be 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, 
April 25, at the Captain Charles Leonard 
House, 663 Main St., Agawam. Refresh¬ 
ments will be served. All are invited to cre¬ 
ate gifts for Mother’s and Father’s Day, for 
teachers and grandparents, as a remem¬ 
brance of a lost loved one or a simple thank 
you. 

“This is the time of year when we are 
celebrating Mother’s Day and Father’s Day,” 
said Frank Forastiere, president and fu¬ 
neral director of Forastiere Family Funeral 
&: Cremation. “As part of our commitment 
to our community, we wanted to offer fami¬ 
lies a fun and creative way to mark those 
holidays, regardless of whether or not they 
have lost a loved one.” 

To reserve a spot, call 413-525-2800. For 
more information, visit forastiere.com. 

African choir gives 
benefit concert 

The African Children’s Choir, known 
for its charming smiles, beautiful voices 
and lively African songs and dances, will 
perform a free concert in Agawam next 
month. 

This all-ages event, featuring children’s 
songs, traditional Spirituals and Gospel fa¬ 
vorites, is at 6 p.m. Sunday, May 3, at Beth¬ 
any Assembly of God, 580 Main St. A free¬ 
will offering will support African 

Children’s Choir programs, such as edu¬ 
cation, care and relief and development 
programs. 

The choir’s parent organization. Music 
for Life, works in Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, 
Rwanda, South Africa, Sudan and Uganda. 
It has educated more than 52,000 children 
and impacted the lives of over 100,000 peo¬ 
ple through relief and development pro¬ 
grams during its history. 

The choir has preformed before several 
heads of state, including Queen Elizabeth II 
at her Diamond Jubilee. It recently recorded 
tracks with Sarah Hickman for a CD, “Love 
Is a Journey.” 

For more information, visit www.afri- 
canchildrenschoir.com or call Bethany As¬ 
sembly of God at 413-789-2930. 


The Agawam Police Department respond¬ 
ed to 303 calls for service from March 31 to 
April 6. The department made five arrests. 
Those arrested will appear at a future date 
in Westfield District Court and are innocent 
until proven guilty. 

Tuesday, March 31 

Mark Jachym, 35, of 37 E. Silver St., Apt. 2, West- 
field, was arrested on a violation of an abuse prevention 
order. 

Wednesday, April 1 

Antonio V. Green, 27, of 14 Paul Revere Drive, Eeed- 
ing Hills, was arrested on a charge of possession of a 
Class A drug, subsequent offense. 


Agawam, was arrested on a default warrant for failure 
to appear. 

Jose. A. Torres, 66, of 23 Suffield St., Apt. 3, Agawam, 
was arrested on a default warrant for failure to appear. 

Monday, April 6 

Antonio V. Green, 27, of 14 Paul Revere Drive, Eeed- 
ing Hills, was arrested on a default warrant for failure to 
appear and on a charge of being a fugitive from justice 
on a court warrant. 

FIRE LOG 

Logs for March 31 to April 6 were not 
available from the Fire Department by press 
time. They will be printed in next week’s Aga¬ 
wam Advertiser News. 


Friday, April 3 

Michael Steenbuck, 54, of 23 Suffield St., Apt. 26, 


.••• #••• 

Dr. Michael Haynes 

PODIATRIST 


t 


T 




Services include: 


• All Diabetic Foot Care 

• Handicap 

• Fungus 

Parking 

• Abscess/Ingrown Toenails 

• Easy Access 

• Warts 

• Elevators 

• Heel Pain 




200 Silver Street, Suite 215, Agawam 

786-7522 

Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9:00a.m.-4:00p.m. 
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Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD15P0531GD 
In the interests of 
Jayliah Isabella Bermudez 
Of Feeding Hills, MA 
Minor 

NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment 
of Guardian of a Minor 
NOTICE TO ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES 

1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed on 03/31/2015 
by Santiago Bermudez 
of Feeding Hills, MA 
Jennifer M. Marquez of 
Feeding Hills, MA will be 
held 04/28/2015 01:15 p.m. 
Motion. Located Probate and 
Family Ct., 50 State Street, 
4th FI. Springfield, Mass 
01104. 

2. Response to Petition: 

You may respond by fil¬ 
ing a written response to 
the Petition or by appearing 
in person at the hearing. If 
you choose to file a written 
response, you need to: 

File the original with the 
Court; and 

Mail a copy to all inter¬ 
ested parties at least five 
(5) business days before the 
hearing. 

3. Counsel for the Min¬ 
or: The minor (or an adult on 
behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel be 
appointed for the minor. 

4. Presence of the Minor 
at Hearing: A minor over 
age 14 has the right to be 
present at any hearing, unless 
the Court finds that it is not 
in the minor’s best interests. 
Date: March 31, 2015 

Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

4/9/15 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD14P2534EA 
Estate of: 

Clara R Desotelle 
Date of Death: 10/19/2014 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 
To all interested persons: 

A Petition has been filed 
by: Gene Desotelle of Mason 
OH requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order of testacy and for such 
other relief as requested in 
the Petition. 

And also requesting that: 
Gene Desotelle of Mason 
OH be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve on the bond. 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear¬ 
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
04/21/2015. 

This is NOT a hear¬ 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceed¬ 
ing. If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and objec¬ 
tion followed by an Affidavit 
of Objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return date, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

The estate is being 
administered under formal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro¬ 
bate Code without supervi¬ 
sion by the Court. Inventory 


HOW TO SUBMIT 
LEGAL NOTICES 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to klanier@ 
turley.com. Karen Lanier processes all legals for this 
newspaper and can answer all of your questions re¬ 
garding these notices. Please indicate the newspa¬ 
pers and publication date(s) for the notice(s) in the 
subject line of your email. For questions regarding 
coverage area, procedures or cost, please call Karen 
directly at 413-283-8393 x271. 

Turley Publications, Inc. publishes 15 weekly 
newspapers throughout Western Massachusetts. Vis¬ 
it www.turley.com for more information. 


AGAWAM COMMUNITY 
PRESERVATION COMMIHEE 

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT 

Notice is hereby given that the Agawam Community 
Preservation Committee (CPC) will hold its annual 
public hearing at the Agawam Library Community 
Room, 750 Cooper Street, Agawam, MA on Wednesday, 
April 22,2015 at 7:00PM. The Committee will provide 
an overview of the financial performance of the CPA 
fund as well as share recent accomplishments. The 
CPC will also welcome input on goals, activities, 
procedures and spending. The CPC is encouraging 
residents, town boards, committees and commissions 
to attend and discuss the needs and possibilities of 
projects that may qualify for Community Preservation 
Act funds. Please be advised that the CPA Committee 
is required by M.G.L. Ch. 44B to consult with existing 
municipal boards to study the needs, possibilities 
and resources of the city regarding community 
preservation. 


and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, 
but recipients are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin¬ 
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti¬ 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ¬ 
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Anne 
M Geoffrion, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: March 24, 2015 

Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

4/9/15 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD15P0545EA 
Estate of: 

Frances Pauline O’Connell 
Also Known As: 
Frances P. O’Connell 
Date of Death: 
February 4,2015 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 
To all persons interested 
in the above captioned estate, 
by Petition of Petitioner 
Daniel J. O’Connell of 
Granby CT, a Will has been 
admitted to informal probate. 

Daniel J. O’Connell of 
Granby CT has been infor¬ 
mally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro¬ 
bate Code without supervi¬ 
sion by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, 
but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regard¬ 
ing the administration from 
the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu¬ 
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict¬ 
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 


if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 

4/9/15 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD11P1342PM 
In the matter of: 

Hermine M Pietruski 
Of: Holyoke, MA 
Protected Person/ 
Disabled Person/ 
Respondent 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF 
CONSERVATOR’S 
ACCOUNT 

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per¬ 
sons, you are hereby noti¬ 
fied pursuant to Rule 72 of 
the Supplemental Rules of 
the Probate & Family Court, 
that the Temporary First and 
Final account(s) of John E 
Sullivan of Sequim, WA 
John E. Sullivan of Port 
Orchard, WA as Conservator 
of the property of said Res¬ 
pondent has or have been 
presented to the Court for 
allowance. 

You have the right to 
object to the account(s). If 
you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a 
written appearance and 
objection at this court on 
or before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return date of 04/23/2015. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to object to 
the account(s). If you fail to 
file the written appearance 
and objection by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you, including the 
allowance of the account(s). 

Additionally, within thir¬ 
ty days after said return day 
(or within such other time as 
the Court upon motion may 
order), you must file a written 
affidavit of objections stating 
the specific facts and grounds 
upon which each objection 
is based and a copy shall be 
served upon the Conservator 
pursuant to Rule 3 of the 
Supplemental Rules of the 
Probate & Family Court. 

You have the right to send 
to the Conservator, by regis¬ 
tered or certified mail, a writ¬ 
ten request to receive a copy 
of the account(s) at no cost 


to you. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The outcome of this proceed¬ 
ing may limit or completely 
take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci¬ 
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person 
has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of the 
above-named person. If the 
above-named person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be 
appointed at State expense. 

WITNESS, Hon. Anne 
M Geoffrion, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: March 26, 2015 

Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

4/9/15 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD15P0460EA 
Estate of: 

John Paul Grimaldi 
Also Known As: 

John Grimaldi 
Date of Death: 
January 20,2015 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned estate, 
by Petition of Petitioner 
Stephen J Grimaldi of El 
Dorado Hills, CA, a Will has 
been admitted to informal 
probate. 

Stephen J Grimaldi of 

El Dorado Hills, CA has 
been informally appointed as 
the Personal Representative 
of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro¬ 
bate Code without supervi¬ 
sion by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, 
but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regard¬ 
ing the administration from 
the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu¬ 
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 


the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict¬ 
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 

4/9/15 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD15P0493EA 
Estate of: 

Marjorie J. Sherman 
Date of Death: 
January 12, 2015 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interest¬ 
ed in the above captioned 
estate, by Petition of Peti¬ 
tioner Hyman G. Darling of 
Springfield MA, Petitioner 
Donald C. Anderson of 
Sacramento CA, a Will has 
been admitted to informal 
probate. 

Hyman G. Darling of 

Springfield MA, Donald C. 
Anderson of Sacramento 
CA has been informally 
appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on the 
bond. 

The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro¬ 
bate Code without supervi¬ 
sion by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, 
but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regard¬ 
ing the administration from 
the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu¬ 
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict¬ 
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 

4/9/15 
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Start with a consistent advertising strategy for your local business. 

Advertiser News 


Your Ad Rep is John Baskin 
413-786-7747 K 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis¬ 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, speiiing). 

Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 

Thank you. 
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Six Flags 2015 season opens this Saturday 



Wicked Cyclone, the first hybrid steel-and-wood roller coaster on the East Coast, will debut at Six 
Flags New England next month — but the rest of the park opens April 11. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Fire chief touts good 
communication between 
town, amusement park 

By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibeiii@turiey.com 

Every year, hundreds of thousands of 
people visit Six Flags New England look¬ 
ing for a thrill, a scare, perhaps a harrowing 
ride. 

Provided it’s not in an ambulance. 

When those visits begin again this week¬ 
end, however, it’s inevitable that the amuse¬ 
ment park will have to call first responders 
at some point — and although Six Flags 
primarily depends on a contracted private 
ambulance, the Agawan Fire Department 
is ready. In fact, the town has been working 
behind the scenes with the park for some 
time to get ready for April 11. 

“Every year, our inspection services have 
to perform a lot of inspections throughout 
the park,” said Fire Chief Alan Sirois. “We 
have to go through and learn about their 
rides and how they operate as well the typi¬ 
cal safety inspections in all their eating ar¬ 


eas.” 

The fire inspectors perform inspections 
at the beginning of every season to make 
sure the proper safety measures are taking 
place in all kitchens throughout the park 


as well sprinkler systems that have to be 
installed in certain areas. The inspections 
each year do take a great deal of time, but 
good communication between the two par¬ 
ties has ensured everything goes smoothly. 

Sirois said with the numerous new 
rides, he and his command staff have also 
made a point of doing yearly walk-throughs 
with the park’s safety personnel to familiar¬ 
ize themselves with the new rides and their 
operations so they are prepared to respond 
if they are called upon. 

The firefighters are not called to the park 
very often, and the ambulance services are 
only utilized at certain times. 

“The park has a contract with an ad¬ 
vanced life support service,” said Sirois. “We 
treat them as we would any other entity that 
we have a mutual aid agreement with. We are 
there to support them when they need us.” 
Sirois said the town’s ambulance may be 
called upon if there are multiple patients 
that need service at the same time. He said 


Park collecting 
DVDs for hospital 

Six Flags New England is collect¬ 
ing gently used DVDs to donate to 
Baystate Children’s Hospital. The DVD 
drive will take place Saturday, April 
11, opening day for the 2015 season 
at the amusement park. DVDs may be 
dropped off at the main gate, on Main 
Street near the Connecticut line. 

Donors will receive a coupon for 
$20.15 off admission to the park. Six 
Flags will also donate $1 per redeemed 
coupon to Baystate Children’s Hospi¬ 
tal. The DVDs will entertain the many 
children being treated at the Spring- 
field hospital, the only accredited 
children’s hospital in the region. 

The DVDs must be in working 
condition. The hospital is looking for 
films rated G, PG or PG-13. 

that does not happen often throughout the 
season. 

The park also keeps the Fire Depart¬ 
ment aware of any concerts or other events 
that will draw bigger crowds, or crowds to 
one area of the park. 

“In a lot of those cases, we will pre-stage 
our ambulance in a specific area,” said 
Sirois. “The park officials will usually send 
us a briefing of some kind prior to all events 
so we know what is going on and we know 
what to expect.” 

He said the park’s safety officials have 
done an excellent job to establish a good 
relationship with the Fire Department over 
the past several years. He also said Six Flags’ 
safety staff is competent and well-trained 
to handle most emergencies, which makes 
his department’s job easier. 

“They have a big responsibility to main¬ 
tain the safety of the people that visit the 
park,” Sirois said. “They take that very seri¬ 
ously.” 


‘Wicked Cyclone’ coming in May 


Though it won’t be ready for open¬ 
ing day on April 11, the biggest change 
for 2015 at Six Flags, the new Wicked 
Cyclone, will likely open Memorial Day 
weekend. The new coaster is a steel up¬ 
date of the traditional wooden Cyclone, 
and the first “hybrid” roller coaster on 
the East Coast. Cars were delivered 
late last month and the track was near 
completion. Six Flags Communica¬ 
tions Manager Jennifer McGrath said. 
The ride will feature 3,320 feet of track, 
more than a half-mile of ride. 

It will hit its highest peak at 109 feet 


and then experience a 78-degree drop 
while going about 55 miles per hour. The 
ride then experiences the typical peaks 
and valleys of a roller coaster, but dif¬ 
ferent from the previous Cyclone ride, 
there will be a couple of “Zero G Rolls” 
that will make riders feel weightless for 
a brief period of time. The ride lasts for 
more than a minute and a half and the 
new steel track — built atop the old 
Cyclone’s wooden supports — reaches 
higher speeds than its predecessor, said 
McGrath. 


Agawam library to showcase student artwork 


Notice of CPA 
committee openings 

The Agawam Community Preservation 
Act Committee has two openings effective 
April 30. The positions are to be appointed 
by the City Council for a three-year term. 
The CPA Committee manages Agawam’s 
share of Community Preservation Act 
funds, which are collected through a sur¬ 
charge on local property taxes and a per¬ 
centage match from the state. CPA funds 
can only be spent on conservation, preser¬ 
vation or housing projects. 

Those interested in serving on the CPA 
Committee should contact Barbara Bard 
in the Agawam City Council office as soon 
as possible at 413-726-9716 or bbard@aga- 
wam.ma.us. 

Tickets available for 
chicken supper 

The Agawam Congregational Church, 
745 Main St., will host a chicken pie supper 
on Saturday, April 18, at 5:30 p.m. The menu 
will include chicken pie, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, corn, cranberry sauce, salad, rolls 
and butter, coffee, tea, milk and dessert. 

Tickets are $15 per person and may be 
purchased in the church office, Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. to noon, at coffee 
hour and at the door. 

YMCA to host 
Mohegan Sun trip 

The Agawam YMCA, 63 Springfield St., 
will host a bus trip to Mohegan Sun the 
third Monday of each month, with the 
exception of January. This month’s trip is 
scheduled for April 20. The bus will leave 
the YMCA parking lot at 8 a.m. Tickets are 
$25 per person and include a $15 meal tick¬ 
et and two $10 big wheel tickets. To reserve 
a seat, call Helen at 413-786-8685. 


Author to discuss 
Korean War horse 

Janet Barrett, author of “They Called Her 
Reckless,” will be the guest speaker at the 
AuthorTalk event scheduled for Tuesday, 
April 21, at 7 p.m. at the Agawam Public Li¬ 
brary, 750 Cooper St. 

When the U.S. Marine 5th Regiment’s 
Recoilless Rifle Platoon acquired a small 
Korean pony to haul ammunition up the 
steep hills to the front line, what they got 
was a real-life hero. Reckless. She was a 
warhorse who stood with her buddies for 
two years during the Korean War, saving 
many lives, raising spirits and winning 
the love and respect of all who knew her. 
To register for this event, call 413-789-1550, 
ext. 4, or visit www.agawamlibrary.org. 

Vendor fair to benefit 
accident victim 

The Feeding Hills Wellness Center, 567 
Springfield St., will host a vendor fair, free 
to the public, Sunday, April 26, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. A bake sale will take place during 
the fair, with all proceeds from the bake 
sale to benefit Alex Scafuri, a student at 
Agawam High School that was critically in¬ 
jured when hit by a car recently on Spring- 
field Street. For information on how to do¬ 
nate baked goods, call 413-244-4660. 

Vendor items scheduled at the fair in¬ 
clude glass jewelry, personal training and 
nutrition, essential oils, herbal products, 
therapy and massage sessions, bath salts, 
soy candles and more. 

Exercise class to 
resume April 28 

The Tuesday-Thursday morning PACE 
and exercise class will resume its regular 
class schedule at the Agawam Senior Cen¬ 
ter, 954 Main St., on Tuesday, April 28. For 
more information, call the Senior Center at 
413-821-0605. 


Thousand Cranes Studio, 505 Spring- 
field St., Feeding Hills, will showcase stu¬ 
dent artwork from children ages 4-17, and 
a few parents, for the month of April at the 
Agawam Public Library. The artwork will 
be displayed on both levels of the library, at 
750 Cooper St., Agawam. 

Garden Club to host 
DPW representative 

The Agawam Garden Club will meet 
Tuesday, April 14, at 7 p.m. at the Agawam 
Senior Center, 954 Main St. Guest speaker 
will be Tracy DeMaio from the Agawam 
Department of Public Works. She will talk 
on the town’s composting efforts and will 
be available to answer questions on main¬ 
taining gardens around town. 

In addition, Joan Perez will speak on 
community-supported agriculture gar¬ 
dens, specifically Calabrese Gardens. A 
compost bin will be raffled off. 

Members and non-members are wel¬ 
come. 


The studio offers weekly classes during 
the school year, and art camp programs 
during the summer. It also offers monthly 
family painting nights. For more informa¬ 
tion about Thousand Cranes Studio, con¬ 
tact Stan or Sheila Coly at 413-789-1039, or 
visit www.thousandcranesstudio.com. 


Tax bills due May 1 

Fourth quarter actual real estate 
and personal property tax bills for fis¬ 
cal year 2015 are due in the collector’s 
office by 4:30 p.m. Friday, May 1. Bills 
may also be paid online at www.aga- 
wam.ma.us. 

Payment notices were mailed 
March 31. By law, bills were mailed to 
owners of record as of Jan. 1. Any new 
homeowner or anyone who has not re¬ 
ceived a real estate or personal proper¬ 
ty tax bill should contact the collector’s 
office at 413-786-0400, ext. 8218, to ob¬ 
tain the bill amount. 
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The hashtag #TeamAlex is just one way people 
have been showing support for Alex Scafuri, the 
Agawam resident struck in a hit-and-run acci¬ 
dent in mid-March. SUBMIHED PHOTO 

ALEX I from page 1 

“We have had a huge outpouring of sup¬ 
port for Alex,” said Gensheimer. “Id like to 
thank all those who have donated so far 
and have made donations toward the ben¬ 
efit.” 

#TeamAlex is still accepting donations 
for raffle prizes for the event. 

#TeamAlex was established as unifying 
concept to keep Scafuri’s friends and family 
informed of his condition and about fund¬ 
raisers and efforts to help him during his 
time of need. 

Scafuri’s grandmother, Kristina Bly- 
stone, said there are numerous costs not 
covered by insurance, including the pos¬ 
sibility of renovations needed for Scafuri’s 
home while he is in a wheelchair. 

In Agawam, the Java Stop and neighbor¬ 
ing business the Ice Cream Shoppe have 
held raffles and made donations. Take Five 
restaurant donated a portion of its sales re¬ 
cently to the fund for Scafuri. A campaign 
at www.giveforward.com is also active and 
more than $30,000 has been raised from 
various sources. 


“The community has done some amaz¬ 
ing things to help Alex,” said Blystone. 

In addition to the benefit at the Polish 
Club, the Facebook page for Team Alex 
has announced The Barber, a local barber 
shop on Springfield Street, will hold a “Cut- 
athon” on Sunday, May 3, from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Adult cuts are $20 and kids aged 13 
and under are $15, with all proceeds do¬ 
nated Scafuri. The business will also accept 
any other donations to the cause. 

At Agawam High School, students and 
faculty made generous donations imme¬ 
diately after learning of Scafuri’s accident. 
“Ithinkthe Thursday or Friday after he was in 
the accident we collected donations just in 
the cafeteria during lunch,” said AHS Princi¬ 
pal Steven Lemanski. “I was amazed at how 
generous people were. When counting the 
money we found a couple of $50s and $ 100s. 
We collected about $2,500 total with that.” 
There is currently a penny war going on at 
the high school for more donations, and on 
Thursday, April 9, there will be a Red and 
Blue Day district-wide. Students and fac¬ 
ulty are encouraged to wear red and blue 
in support of Scafuri. Donations will be col¬ 
lected on that day throughout the district. 

Scafuri was traveling home from vol¬ 
leyball tryouts at approximately 9 p.m. 
on March 16. The car that struck him was 
allegedly driven by Jomaris Colon, 26, of 
Springfield. She has been charged with 
operating under the infiuence of alcohol, 
causing serious bodily injury, negligent 
operation of a motor vehicle, operating a 
motor vehicle without a license, leaving the 
scene of a personal injury accident, and ob¬ 
struction of justice. 

His family issued a press release last 
Thursday, stating he suffered several bro¬ 
ken bones in the accident and is currently 
paralyzed from the chest down. He also has 
limited movement in his right arm. The At¬ 
lanta facility Scafuri is at specializes in spi¬ 
nal injuries and he is expected to be there 
for several weeks receiving treatment. 




Agawam High School’s junior varsity volleyball team, which counted Alex Scafuri as a member, par¬ 
ticipated in a fundraiser for Alex during a game against Wilbraham & Monson Academy last week. 

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY DAVID MILES 
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South Hadley High School students Owen Fogg, 16, Jonathan Brower, 16, Cassandra Fogg, 17, 
and Katelyn Vatter, 18, volunteer at the “Change Wars” fundraising table set up during student 
lunch periods. Funds raised from this student-led fundraiser will be given to Alex Scafuri’s fam¬ 
ily to help with medical costs. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY KRISTIN WILL 


Fundraisers reach beyond Agawam 

S. Hadley, Wilbraham & Monson students touched by peer’s ordeal 



Erin Demers, Mariam Abramian, Courtney Fallon and Lauren 
Foley organized a fundraiser last week for Alex Scafuri at Wil¬ 
braham & Monson Academy. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY DAVID 
MILES 


By Kristin Will 

kwill@turley.com 

It’s not just Agawam 
that’s pulling together for 
Alex Scafuri. 

Students at Wilbraham 
8c Monson Academy re¬ 
cently held fundraisers for 
Scafuri, as did the student 
body at South Hadley High 
School. 

Although they don’t 
personally know Scafuri, 
the leaders of the South 
Hadley fundraiser said 
they sympathize with what 
happened to him. The teen 
was recently struck by a 
motorist in a hit-and-run 
accident in Agawam. 

“I know what it’s like to 
walk home from practice, and if you think 
about it, that could have been any one of 
us,” said 17-year-old Cassandra Fogg, a 
senior at South Hadley. 

Her brother, Owen Fogg, a 16-year-old 
sophomore, spearheaded a fundraiser to 
help. 

“It came up as breaking news on my 
iPod,” said Owen Fogg, about how he 
learned of the accident. “I felt bad.” 

He said he kept thinking about the ac¬ 
cident and wanted to help. A fundraiser 
seemed to be the best way to do that. 

“When Owen first approached me, I 
was so touched by his generosity,” said 
South Hadley High School Principal Di¬ 
ana Bonneville. 

“I am so proud of our students but 
honestly, I am not surprised by their ac¬ 
tions. Our students are very giving, caring 
and supportive of not only each other, but 
also of teens within our larger communi¬ 
ty. They know how important it is to give 
back to the community and to reach out 
and help others in their time of need.” 

Called a “fundraiser war,” four large 
jars have been set up outside the school’s 
two cafeterias at every lunch period. Each 
jar represents a class, from freshman to 
senior. 

Students, and even staff members, 
drop change or dollars into whichever 
class’ jar they’d like to see raise the most 
money. 

Volunteers take turns manning the 
fundraising table during lunch, promot¬ 
ing the cause with posters, fiyers and sim¬ 
ply telling students about it as they walk 
past. 

All of the collected proceeds will be 
given to Scafuri’s family for the teen’s re¬ 
covery and medical expenses. 

The class that ends up raising the most 
money for Scafuri will be able to bring in 
coffee during morning classes. Usually, 
students are only allowed to drink water 
during class. 

Owen Fogg is hoping to raise at least 
$300 from all the classes’ funds com¬ 
bined. 

“This event is so tragic and senseless, 
and while it could have been prevented, 
it could honestly happen in any of our 
towns at any time,” said Bonneville. “We 
wish Alex best wishes for a speedy recov¬ 
ery.” 

In the first week of a three-week fund¬ 


raiser, the students have raised $130.81. 

“It feels good,” said Cassandra Fogg. 
“It shows we’re reaching out to our peers. 
It’s teamwork. I think everybody should 
try to help people that they don’t know. 
Not only is it good for them, but good for 
yourself,” she said. 

For 16-year-old sophomore student 
Jonathan Browen, paying it forward 
comes naturally. “Last year, I got helped 
out by Griffin’s Kids,” he said. 

Owen Fogg said Scafuri’s family has 
expressed their appreciation for the 
fundraiser. 

“They’re really surprised and happy 
that there’s other communities helping 
out,’ he said, “They’re proud of our school 
for doing this.” 

Educator Karen Geraghty agreed with 
those sentiments. She said it’s nice to see 
South Hadley students investing them¬ 
selves in a different community. 

“I’m so proud of them,” she said. 
“They’ve been well organized in how they 
presented this to the principal. They’ve 
been really supportive of one another.” 

Owen Fogg said he’s trying to encour¬ 
age everyone to donate whatever funds 
they can afford. He asks residents to do¬ 
nate to the GiveForward fundraiser set 
up in Scafuri’s name. 

Academy fundraiser 

Two Agawam residents who attend 
the Wilbraham 8c Monson Academy also 
recently held a fundraiser at their school. 
Last Thursday, Courtney Fallon and Lau¬ 
ren Foley operated a concession stand 
and sold T-shirts and bracelets at a vol¬ 
leyball game between Wilbraham 8c Mon¬ 
son and Agawam’s junior varsity team, on 
which Scafuri was a player prior to his 
injury. 

“I know him in middle school and high 
school,” said Fallon. “He is a really nice 
person and I just wanted to do something 
to help him. He is from Agawam and we 
all have to stick together.” 

Foley said Scafuri was a classmate of 
hers in middle school. 

“He’s a really nice person and we 
shared his story at our class meeting,” 
said Foley. “A lot of the students were 
happy to make donations. We set up cans 
in some places on campus.” 

Gregory A. Scibelli contributed to this 
report. 
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Rotary focuses on NICU camera project 



Monica Borgatti, right, stands with Baystate Medicai Center’s Dr. Rachana Singh and a NICU Web 
camera simiiar to the one that aiiowed her to get to know her daughter during her short iife. TURLEY 
PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 



Agawam Rotary Ciub President Gina Leteiiier, center ieft, shakes hands with Dr. Rachana Singh dur¬ 
ing a presentation of a $2,500 donation to Baystate Medicai Center to purchase a NICU camera. To 
Letellier’s left are Barbara Bard and George Bitzas, club past president, hoiding a gift bag of baby 
items. Fianking Singh are Todd Bard and Jennifer Barii, major gifts officer for the Baystate Heaith 
Foundation. 


Gift will help parents connect 
with NICU patients 

By Mike Lydick 

aan@turley.com 

“There’s no greater pain than losing your 
child,” said Monica Borgatti. “It isn’t just the 
pain of that loss today, but every day as you 
grieve the future that would have been for 
your child.” 

Borgatti gave birth to her daughter Josie 
last April by emergency C-section at Bay- 
state Medical Center. Her baby, born at 21 
weeks, was then rushed to the hospital’s 
neonatal intensive care unit, or NICU. Bor¬ 
gatti, at risk of contracting measles, was 
placed immediately into isolation. 

She could only see Josie — who wasn’t 
expected to survive — via a video camera 
positioned above Josie’s beside, which pro¬ 
vided Borgatti with a live video stream of 
her baby when she or her family members 
logged in remotely from any Internet-ac¬ 
cessible device. 

The camera is one of six the Bard family 
of Agawam purchased and had donated to 
the NICU just four months earlier as part of 
a project they started through the EwGirl 
Foundation. The foundation was estab¬ 
lished as a lasting legacy to their daugh¬ 
ter Evan, who died in an auto accident in 
2013. 

Purchasing cameras for the NICU is one 
way the Bards, including Evan’s younger 
brother Elijah and younger sister Leisl, have 
turned their tragic loss into something posi¬ 
tive. Evan, whose Twitter username was “Ev- 
vGirl,” was studying to become a NICU nurse 
when she died. The foundation continues 
her passion for nursing as well as for early 
childhood education and cheerleading. 

When Borgatti finally met Josie in per¬ 
son, her daughter was so weak and so close 
to death that she wasn’t moving. 

“The NICU cam allowed me to have a 
memory of my daughter that wouldn’t ex¬ 
ist if the EwGirl Foundation hadn’t focused 
on this camera project,” she said. 

Rotary donates $2,500 

Borgatti, an Agawam native and a 1995 
AHS graduate, was a guest at a recent Aga¬ 
wam Rotary Club meeting where the club 
donated $2,500 — its largest single dona¬ 
tion this year — to the Baystate Health 
Foundation to purchase a NICU camera. 
The club also contributed $300 to prepare 
10 gift bags filled with baby items for NICU 
families. 


Gina Leteiiier, club president, said be¬ 
cause of certain donation requirements, 
the contribution went directly to BHF rath¬ 
er than to the EwGirl Foundation. A $1,000 
matching grant to the club is expected 
from Rotary International. She added that 
her club may apply for additional grants 
that could include international grants if a 
club in another country gets involved with 
the project. 

Although Jennifer Barii, BHF’s major 
gifts officer, accepted the donation, the 
Bards stood along with Dr. Rachana Singh, 


attending neonatologist at Baystate’s NICU, 
and gave a brief presentation on the cam¬ 
era project. 

Singh said the cameras help parents 
connect with “their precious bundles of 
joy.” She said the cameras make a big dif¬ 
ference during a “very difficult, emotional 
time” for families. 

“When the camera project was initially 
conceived, we thought families living fur¬ 
ther away, such as in the Berkshires, would 
benefit most because of their tough trek 
back and forth to the NICU,” Singh added. 


‘Immense comfort’ 

NICU cameras, however, have provid¬ 
ed as much consolation to families living 
nearby — or, in Borgatti’s case, a patient in 
the same hospital. 

“I couldn’t leave my room to see my 
newborn — my only living child. It brought 
immense comfort to me to watch my tiny 
daughter through the NICU cam,” recalled 
Borgatti. 

Singh said the Rotary’s donation will 
“make more families happier,” adding that 
the cameras average 200 to 400 “hits” per 
month. February 2014, the month after the 
first cameras were installed, saw more than 
1,200 log-ins. Families have logged in from 
as far away as China. 

Barii said the camera project the Bards 
started will change the lives of parents with 
NICU babies and their extended families 
throughout the world. Singh said the hos¬ 
pital and doctors “do the medical part to 
help the babies,” but the cameras “make it 
much easier for the families.” 

Some grateful parents — “thrilled” 
about the cameras — often ask for dona¬ 
tions at their children’s birthday parties 
to help buy NICU cameras. Todd Bard said 
one family collected enough money on its 
own to buy a camera, which costs approxi¬ 
mately $2,500. 

The Bards want cameras in all 26 NICUs 
throughout New England — 1,000 cameras. 
Bard said large donations, such as the Ro¬ 
tary’s, will help achieve that goal quicker. 
He added that donors purchasing a cam¬ 
era can have their names put on the screen 
and will be seen by families viewing the live 
video. 

Partnerships, matching grants, and 
other foundations have helped EwGirl pur¬ 
chase 10 additional cameras for Baystate’s 
55-bed NICU. 

“I wish we had $2.5 million to write a 
check, but we don’t. That’s why it’s impor¬ 
tant to get other Rotary clubs, banks, in¬ 
surance companies, and other institutions 
involved in this project,” Bard said. 

Borgatti, who feels a personal connec¬ 
tion to the Bards because they understand 
the anguish of losing a child, said it was im¬ 
portant for her to hear the presentation. 

“Since Josie’s death. I’ve wanted to give 
something back to the EwGirl Foundation,” 
she said. “I finally feel strong enough.” 

On April 14 — what would have been 
Josie’s first birthday — Borgatti will honor 
Josie’s memory with friends. Borgatti also 
will use the day to launch her fund-raising 
campaign so the EwGirl Foundation can 
donate a camera in Josie’s memory. 
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GIRLS LACROSSE 

Lady Brownies ready for strong 

By Gregory A. Scibelli 

Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 

AGAWAM - Last season, the 
Agawam girls lacrosse team had 
a lot of stiff competition as the 
ranks of girls lacrosse continue 
to get tough. 

The sport has come a long way 
and many other schools have 
been improving. 

Agawam went just 11-7 in the 
regular season last year, suffering 
more losses than they were used 
to in previous years. 

The Brownies had a lot of com¬ 
petitive games, including their 
first-ever playoff game against 
a team from Central Massachu¬ 
setts. Agawam beat Marlborough 
16-11 before suffering a familiar 
fate in the quarterfinals of the 
tournament against Longmead- 
ow, the eventual sectional, and 
perennial champion. 

Agawam is looking for a very 
strong season this year and is re¬ 
turning a lot of their starters this 
season. 

On the offensive side of the 
ball, Katie Martin, Jackie Neilsen, 

Julia Serra, Marissa Ewing and 

Anna Pellegrino are all back this Kristina Tran works out in the Agawam Junior High Schooi gymnasium. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 



season 

year. 

Each helped Agawam gener¬ 
ate offense last year and each has 
another year of experience under 
their hat. 

Martin has been especially 
busy in the offseason as she com¬ 
mitted to a Division 1 college. Old 
Dominion University. Martin has 
played all over the field, has had 
a phenomenal career so far. 

But she is only a junior. 

She patrolled the midfield 
last year and scored 49 goals and 
had 11 assists. If she keeps up the 
pace this season, she should have 
the opportunity to easily surpass 
100 career points. 

Also on the team this season 
are Nina Bruno, Haley Kozlak, 
Hannah Kresock, Hailey Lyne, 
Melina Reid, Jill Scherpa, Gianna 
Stempel, Eliza Timms, Taia Vi- 
venzo, and Allie Wysocki. 

Kristina Tran is a returning 
goalie. Tran established herself 
as the starter during last season 
and is prepared to take the bulk 
of reps in the net this year. Tran 
is a junior this season. 

Agawam had most of its strug¬ 
gles in the league, where it suf- 
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BASEBALL 

Despite field conditions, 
Brownies working hard 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 

Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 

AGAWAM - With the current 
field conditions, the Agawam 
High School baseball team may 
not be on the field until the sec¬ 
ond or third week of April. 

But the Brownies have been 
working hard to re-tool their 
team all the way down to the 
youth level that is feeding their 
program. 

Coach Brian Rheault, in his 
second year managing the team, 
said several of his players have 
been doing skills training and 
volunteer work along with the 
normal preparation for the regu¬ 
lar season, which is currently de¬ 
layed due to snow only recently 
melting off the field and leaving 
it in a very muddy condition. 

Agawam suffered through nu¬ 
merous injuries to pitchers last 
season as well as illness en route 
to a 2-18 season just one year 
after going to the Western Mas¬ 
sachusetts Division 1 Champion¬ 
ship. Rheault said the team was 
using junior varsity pitchers to 
get through the season, resulting 
in a lot of lopsided losses. 

This year, the Brownies are 
healthier and have been doing a 
lot of hard work to get ready for 
the season. 

Rheault says several players 
went through a strength and 
condition program put on by 
Pete Fatse at APP Sports Perfor¬ 
mance. 

“We had 16 of our players 
take advantage of this 10-week 


skills program,” said Rheault. “All 
of these new components of our 
program puts us in excellent po¬ 
sition to compete this year.” 

Rheault said he and members 
of his staff spent time putting on 
youth baseball clinics last sum¬ 
mer for six weeks. The program 
was free of charge and players 
from the varsity team helped vol¬ 
unteer for the program. 

“1 believe our involvement at 
the youth level is vital to main¬ 
tain a steady stream of talented 
players eventually reaching the 
high school ranks,” said Rheault. 

In addition to several players 
returning this season, Anthony 
Basile, a state champion wres¬ 
tler at 145 pounds, has joined the 
team this year and will be spend¬ 
ing time at catcher and infield. 
Rheault calls Basile a crucial ad¬ 
dition to the team. 

Basile is a three-sport athlete 
who is playing football in col- 
lege. 

“Anthony Basile is exactly 
what this team needs,” said 
Rheault. “He is a tough, respect¬ 
ed player and person among his 
peers. They all know how diffi¬ 
cult it is to be a state champion 
wrestler but more important is 
the work ethic that he brings to 
our team. They see his work eth¬ 
ic on a daily basis.” 

Two of Agawam’s pitchers are 
back this season with Griffin Ga- 
dreault and Anthony Donahue. 
Joe Mercadante, another pitcher, 
has been lost for a period of time 
due to wrist surgery, but could be 
BASEBALL I page 13 


VOLLEYBALL 

New Brownies ready to take on competition 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 

Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 

AGAWAM - Just because Aga¬ 
wam graduated five of seven mem¬ 
bers of last year’s starting lineup, 
does not mean the Brownies are 
not going to bring it throughout 
the new season. 

The Brownies, who have 
reached the state finals in each of 
the past two seasons, are primed 
and ready for another return to 
the playoffs. Though assistant 
coach Kevin Pender says it is go¬ 
ing to be difficult to replace the 
experience the team had last sea¬ 
son, his players are working very 
hard to make it a seamless transi¬ 
tion. 

“Our theme definitely this 
year is that we are reloading,” 
said Pender. “When you lose that 
many seniors it causes you to have 
to put new guys in your starting 



Brodie Keene warms up during prac¬ 
tice. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY 
GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


lineup.” 

Pender says the younger play¬ 
ers on the team are working very 
hard during the preseason and 
working hard from the first day 
he hopes will bring continued 
success for the program. 

“I believe we are setting this 
team up to be successful for the 
next few years,” said Pender. 

Two players who are back this 
season for the Brownies are senior 
captains Jeff Leclerc and Anthony 
Frigo. 

Brodie Keene and Steve Mate- 
us, both soccer players, joined the 
teams as seniors, but first time 
players. Pender says their height 
and jumping ability could be a 
huge asset to the team. Kris Page 
is another senior on the team. 

Other players filling out the 
roster include Mark Johnson, Ro¬ 
man Mokan, Alan Burlachenko, 
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BOYS LACROSSE 


Snow forces lax to prep in parking lot 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 

Turley Publications Sports Correspondent 

AGAWAM - There is only so 
much you can do in a parking lot 
made of asphalt. 

But the Agawam boys lacrosse 
team, which is primed for anoth¬ 
er return to the tournament this 
season, is still practicing after 
school in the parking lot as of this 
week. 

Coach Joseph Heney, who in 
his first year as head coach of the 
Brownies received Coach of the 
Year honors, says he is frustrated 
with the way the weather has 

BOYS I page 14 



Elijah Bard takes a shot during practice in the high school parking lot. TURLEY 
PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
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Members of the Agawam High School girls lacrosse team do shuttle drills at practice Monday. TURLEY 
PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


GIRLS I from page 12 


fered six of their seven losses. Those losses 
came against Longmeadow, Minnechaug 
and Northampton. Longmeadow and Min¬ 
nechaug have both historically been diffi¬ 
cult opponents for the Brownies. 

East Longmeadow also managed to nip 
Agawam by one goal last year. 

Agawam has a schedule much similar 
to last year and includes familiar teams 
like Tantasqua, East Longmeadow, and 
West Springfield on the independent cir¬ 
cuit. The Brownie will also see South Had¬ 


ley, Cathedral, and have an independent 
matchup against Ellington, Conn., Sched¬ 
uled. 

Agawam is currently scheduled to open 
the season at home against East Long¬ 
meadow, pending the field at Harmon A. 
Smith Field being ready for play. 

Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports correspon¬ 
dent for Turley Publications. He can be 
reached at gscibelli@turley com. 



Agawam assistant coach Kevin Pender gets his team ready to practice. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTO BY 
GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


VOLLEYBALL 

Caleb Hodovanec, Garrett Hollander, Mike 
Basile, Mark Vilkhovoy and Connor McA- 
nanama. 

Pender says the program continues 
to grow, and after the varsity, there are 26 
more players on two junior varsity teams 
that are hungry are working to develop into 
the next successful varsity players. 

“Our program is definitely moving for¬ 
ward,” he said. 

Pender has been helping employ differ¬ 
ent practice methods, including setting up 
two volleyball courts now during practice. 
The extra court has allowed players to get 
extra repetitions in various skills and have 
more going on with limited time in the high 
school gymnasium. 


I from page 12 

“Because of how things are outside, we 
are competing for gym time and we have 
three teams and three hours we are given 
to practice,” said Pender. “It has been really 
tough.” 

Because of the gym time that has been 
needed for outdoor teams like baseball, 
softball, and track, Pender said two games 
have been postponed and moved to later in 
the season. The MIAA has delayed the cut¬ 
off dates for all sports by one week. 

Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports correspon¬ 
dent for Turley Publications. He can be 
reached atgscibelli@turley.com. 


BASEBALL i 

back later this season. 

Also on the roster this season are Divi¬ 
sion 1-committed first baseman Seamus 
Curran, Jack Bubie, Jack Chamberland, Dal¬ 
ton Drummond, Troy Gallerani, Cam Hart¬ 
man, Austin Jones, Tyler Heer, Nate Mickey, 
Tym Regnier, Luke Rheault, Cam Rivest, Joe 
Oliver, Antonio Bruno, Kevin Lecuyer and 
Austin Sabadosa. 

Rheault says Rivest will likely be the ace 
of the pitching staff and is a proven reliable 


from page 12 

starter from last year. Gadreault, Donahue, 
Luke Rheault, and Gallerani will also see 
time on the mound. Several others will be 
battling for pitching time. 

Agawam is currently scheduled to play 
at home on Thursday, April 9 against Am¬ 
herst at 4 p.m. 

Gregory A. Scibelli is a sports correspon¬ 
dent for Turley Publications. He can be 
reached atgscibelli@turley.com. 


NFF banquet set for April 12 


SPRINGFIELD - The Western Mass 
Chapter of the National Football Founda¬ 
tion will host the annual banquet on Sun¬ 
day, April 12 at the Campus Center at the 
University of Massachusetts at Amherst. 

Doors will open at 5 p.m. 

UMass Coach, Mark Whipple, will pro¬ 
vide opening remarks and the Western 
Mass Chapter of the National Football 
Foundation will honor the All-Western 


Mass football squad. 

The event will also feature the Butova 
Award winner, awarded to a former foot¬ 
ball player who is devoted to the game of 
football and has distinguished himself later 
in life. This year, the award will be present¬ 
ed to U.S. Marshall John Gibbons. 

Tickets are available for purchase by 
calling the American International College 
Athletic office at 413-205-3939. 


Boat Massachusetts 2015 in town 


AGAWAM - Boat Massachusetts is a 
state and nationally approved boating safe¬ 
ty course, concentrating on the equipment 
and operating guidelines needed to enjoy 
boating in a safe and responsible way. 

All graduates in the 12- through 15 year- 
old age group will be issued a safety certifi¬ 
cate allowing them to operate a motorboat 
without adult supervision, as required by 
state law. The same is true for 16- and 17- 
year-old youth, who wish to operate a per¬ 
sonal watercraft (jet ski, wave runner, etc.) 


The course runs 10-12 hours in length. 
All classes are free of charge. Classes are for 
adults and youth 12 years of age and older. 
Youth must be 12 years old by May 6, 2014. 

Family participation is encouraged and 
has proven to be very rewarding. 

Classes will be held on Tuesdays from 
April 14-May 12 at the Roberta Doering 
School cafeteria from 6:15 to 9 p.m. 

The program is free. 

Register at mass.gov/ole 


HCC annual Red Sox trip to Fenway 


HOLYOKE - The Holyoke Community 
College baseball program third annual 
fundraiser Boston Red Sox bus trip to Fen¬ 
way Park will take place on Sunday, June 
14. 

The game against the Toronto Blue Jays 
will start at 1:35 p.m. 

The cost is $85, which includes deluxe 
motor coach transportation, right field 
grandstand ticket and snacks and soft 
drinks. 

Payment in full due by May 1. 

The bus departs from the Bartley Fit¬ 
ness Center at Holyoke Community College 


at 10 a.m. and leaves Fenway Park one half 
hour after the conclusion of the game. 

Should there be a rainout prior to de¬ 
parture, the trip will be rescheduled ac¬ 
cording to the makeup date. Should the 
game get rained out while in transit or at 
the park, you would keep your tickets and 
be responsible for your own transportation 
to the makeup game. 

To reserve your spot please contact for¬ 
mer HCC baseball coach Terry Murphy via 
e-mail at tmurphylhcc@comcast.net or 
former player Larry Maiolo at maiolola@ 
comcast.net 


COLLEGE NOTES 

Wheeler places 13th at RIG Invitational 

PROVIDENCE, R.I. - The Nichols Col¬ 
lege golf team finished in a tie for fifth 
place at the Rhode Island College Spring 
Invitational Saturday, April 4 at Triggs Golf 
Course. 

The Bison recorded a team score of 648 
(321-326; +47), which placed them into a tie 
Tufts and Western New England. 

Senior Kevin Wheeler, of Agawam, 
- coming off a 78 on Friday - shot an 81 on 
Saturday to bring his two-day total to 159 
(+15), which left him in a tie for 13th place. 

Ritter helps out Wentworth 

NASHUA, N.H. - Wentworth men’s vol¬ 
leyball sophomore and Feeding Hills resi¬ 
dent Colin Ritter had 33 assists in a 3-0 loss 
to Rivier on Saturday, April 4. 


He also had five blocks and 21 assists in 
a matchup with the same program earlier 
this week. 

GrassettI, Vecchlarelll deliver for Lancers 

WORCESTER - Worcester State wom¬ 
en’s lacrosse senior Angela Grassetti, of 
Feeding Hills, logged a game-best six draws 
and freshman Alexis Vecchiarelli scored 
the game-tying goal in a 12-7 win over Sa¬ 
lem State on Saturday, April 4. 

Keeley assists In win over Coast Guard 

SPRINGFIELD - Springfield College 
women’s lacrosse player and Agawam resi¬ 
dent Colleen Keeley picked up an assist in a 
17-1 win over Coast Guard on Wednesday, 
April 1. 
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Sports 


BOYS I from page 12 

turned out, but he and his players are going through it to¬ 
gether and they are working with what they have. 

“You can only do so much in a parking lot,” said Heney. 
“I really can’t wait for Agawam to get the turf field.” 

Many teams that have turf fields have an advantage, not 
just with lacrosse, but all sports. Heney said the team has 
practiced once on the turf at Springfield College, but turf 
time at the school is difficult to get. 

“Because of the snow, every school has teams wanting 
to use the turf to practice, including baseball and softball, 
because they can’t get on their fields,” said Heney. 

Heney said practices are still limited. There is a focus on 
footwork and ball handling, but there is no body contact 
because of the risk of injury if a player were to hit the pave¬ 
ment hard. Heney is trying to turn the tough preseason into 
a strength and notes many other teams are going through 
the same thing. 

“We are getting through this and using it to our advan¬ 
tage,” said Heney. “This is going to make us mentally tough¬ 
er this season.” 

Back this season for the Brownies are John Colwell and 
Chris Breault. After losing eight seniors last year, six that 
made an impact in the starting lineup, Heney is counting 
on Colwell and Breault to set up and provide scoring. 

“These two both know a lot about success coming off 
their hockey season,” said Heney. “They know what a good 
program looks like.” 

Nick Antico is expected the anchor down the defense 
and Tahiir Blair is back in goal this year. 

“Tahiir is one of the most consistent guys we have on 
the team and he is even stopping shots on the asphalt,” said 
Heney. 

Also back this season are Elijah Bard, Chris Basile, Zach 
Circosta, Gio Russo, Nick Hanchett, and Joe Cortese. 



The Agawam High School boys lacrosse team has been relegated 
to practicing in the parking lot for the entire preseason due to 
poor field conditions stemming from the harsh winter. TURLEY PUB 
LIGATIONS PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SGIBELLI 

Alex Amato, Alex Bishop, Alex Bourget, Tom Dagneis, 
Mario Ferrentino, Zachary Fielder, Cameron Fitzsimmons, 
Justin Hersom, Mike Largay, Matthew Lemke, Todd Manis- 
calchi, Rob Mirolli, Nathan Morrie, Cam Richard, Elijah 
Tobak, Joseph Ciurleo, and Keith Ruby are all on the roster 
this year. 

The Brownies had already postponed games scheduled 
for last week. He was hoping the team would play on Tues¬ 
day, April 7 at West Springfield. West Springfield has a turf 
field that is ready for playing. 


Feeding Hills St. Pat’s 
Day Road Race runners 

HOLYOKE - A group of runners from Feeding Hills 
took part in the 2015 St. Patrick’s Day Road Race on 
Saturday, March 21. 

Listed below are the results: 


1 

JONATHAN LAVALLEY 

27 |M 

47:39 

2 

JACOB CONWAY 

20 IM 

47:56 

3 

SCOTT GREENE 

56 |m 

48:44 

4 

AMYGRINDLE 

19 |f 

49:11 

5 

RICHARD BORSARI 

29 |m 

49:30 

6 

JESSICA MEEHAN 

30 If 

49:44 

7 

JEFF SIGNET 

39 |m 

50:12 

8 

ROBERT KING 

41 |m 

52:07 

9 

HALEY PIOTROWSKI 

17 If 

52:16 

10 

CALEIGH FERGUSON 

28 |f 

52:23 

11 

JOSHUA CONWAY 

14 |m 

52:36 

12 

MARKSARRAZIN 

46 |m 

53:26 

13 

CONNORLONG 

22 iM 

53:30 

14 

JESSICA CALABRESE 

37 |f 

53:51 

15 

SELENA MACHIA 

37 |f 

54:38 

16 

JOE CALABRESE 

51 |m 

54:46 

17 

DANIELLE STARK 

26 If 

54:47 

18 

THOMAS BRENNAN 

33 |m 

54:52 

19 

BRIANA SOLEK 

23 |f 

55:04 

20 

BETH MULLER 

51 |f 

55:04 

21 

DANIEL BOISSONNEAUTT 

31 iM 

55:35 

22 

STEVE WALSH 

25 |m 

55:49 

23 

EDWARD SZCZEPANEK 

43 |m 

56:52 

24 

OMAR RAMOS 

51 |m 

57:16 

25 

HEATHER DEFILIPI 

43 If 

58:13 

26 

LISALEDOUX 

39 |f 

58:48 

27 

MICHELLE CECCHI 

48 |f 

58:51 

28 

BILL SABADOSA 

45 |m 

58:57 

29 

JAMES LACROIX 

50 iM 

59:08 

30 

KIRSTEN TAYLOR 

53 |f 

59:43 

31 

ALYCIARACKLIFFE 

19 |f 

59:48 

32 

JEFF PRESZ 

40 |m 

59:50 

33 

TARYN DOYLE 

22 |f 

1:00:08 

34 

JIM MORIARTY 

56 |m 

1:00:09 

35 

GLENN GRILLEY 

43 |m 

1:00:27 

36 

STEVEN LUBARSKY 

43 iM 

1:00:27 

37 

GARY GOULET 

45 |m 

1:00:29 

38 

ED MUTTI 

47 |m 

1:00:40 

39 

KEEGAN CRAVO 

32 |f 

1:00:41 

40 

KATE MORIARTY 

18 If 

1:00:45 

41 

KELLY BRONSON 

19 |f 

1:00:46 

42 

PAULJUBINVILLE 

51 |m 

1:00:58 

43 

BRIAN LONG 

56 |m 

1:01:44 

44 

AL LIQUORI 

49 iM 

1:01:49 

45 

CHRISTINE MACHOS 

34 |f 

1:01:51 

46 

TANYA MORIARTY 

40 |f 

1:01:58 

47 

MELISSA STAIRS 

38 |f 

1:02:03 

48 

DANIEL PISE 

47 iM 

1:02:07 

49 

DINA CHRISTOPHER 

36 |f 

1:02:22 

50 

BRAND AN LEDOUX 

17 |m 

1:02:36 

51 

CASSIE FREEMAN 

27 |f 

1:02:56 

52 

ERIN THERIAULT 

25 If 

1:03:17 

53 

JEFFREY HAMER 

29 |m 

1:03:32 

54 

KATELIN BOLDUC 

25 |f 

1:03:36 

55 

NICKDIMAIO 

27 |m 

1:03:38 

56 

JORDAN CONWAY 

18 |f 

1:04:02 

57 

MEGAN CECCHI 

19 |f 

1:04:02 

58 

ERIN KING 

38 |f 

1:04:20 

59 

CHRISTINA BARNES 

22 If 

1:04:42 

60 

MICHAEL OBUE 

59 |m 

1:05:28 

61 

PAUL GIUSTO 

50 |m 

1:05:41 

62 

KELLY CAPUTO 

36 |f 

1:06:17 

63 

JANE BENERAKIS 

0|F 

1:07:28 

64 

DANIELLE BACHINI 

31 |F 

1:07:40 

65 

CHRISSY KIDDY 

36 |f 

1:08:28 

66 

JACK CONWAY 

10 |m 

1:10:03 

67 

JENNIFER GOULET 

41 If 

1:10:59 

68 

JOE DAVIS 

61 |m 

1:11:51 

69 

KIM ESTREMERA 

37 |f 

1:12:11 

70 

GEORGE MORIARTY 

47 |m 

1:12:27 

71 

CHIP MASON 

63 iM 

1:14:37 

72 

BILL SPEAR 

57 |m 

1:14:58 

73 

ERIN SULLIVAN 

27 |f 

1:15:07 

74 

BETH GOKEY 

37 |f 

1:16:54 

75 

AIDANNOFTALL 

9|M 

1:17:42 

76 

MICHAEL NOFTALL 

44 |M 

1:17:42 

77 

GREGG THERRIEN 

47 |m 

1:18:35 

78 

JAMES MAHONEY 

50 |m 

1:19:22 

79 

SHANON DUNCAN 

32 If 

1:19:26 

80 

MICHAEL MURPHY 

44 M 

1:41:43 
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CLUESACROSS 

1. Piece attached on one 
side 

5. Flat-bottomed boat 
10. Oblong cream puff 
12. Czar nation 
14. Jump rope fast 
16. Ma’s partner 

18. Ink writing implement 

19. Wet spongy ground 

20. “Gunga Din” 

screenwriter 

22. Root mean square 

(abbr.) 

23. Strode 

25. Former ruler of Iran 

26. Provide with a top 

27. Chit 

28. Actor DeLuise 
30. Point midway 

between Hand SE 
31.S.E. Asian nation 
33. Protein basis of 
cheese 

35.1976 Music Pulitzer 
Ned 


37. Belonging to Mrs. 

Parks 

38. Tooth covering 

40. Satisfy fully 

41. Animal companion 

42. Fix conclusively 
44.7th day (abbr.) 

45. Pouch 

48. Employee stock 
ownership plan 
50. Fastened with 
adhesive or 
masking 

52. Don’t know when yet 

53. Eagle’s nest 

55. Early modern jazz 

56. Auricle 

57. Atomic #81 

58. Social class of 

manual laborers 
63. Groups of regional 
animals 

65. Release draft animals 

66. Musical notations 

67. Bearing 

or manner 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Grippe 

2. Scientific workplace 

3. Afflict 

4. Construction of 

parts off-site 

5. Cut back shrubs 

6. Road furrow 

7. The Nazarene author 

8. Fire residues 
9.3rd tone 

10. Excessive fluid 

accumulation 

11. Fellow plotter 
13. Inability to use 

or understand 
language 
15.12th calendar 
month 

17. Greek capital 

18. Communist China 
21. Philadelphia 

sandwich 

23. Neverland’s Peter 

24. Medical man 
27. Domesticates 


29. Murdered in his 
bathtub 

32. Dreaming sleep state 

34. Drunkard 

35. Double 

36. Of one 

39. Allow 

40. Sorrowful 

43. Dining hall furniture 

44. Partition between 2 

cavities 

46. Reduce in amount 

47. Where passengers 

ride 

49. Sacred fig tree (alt. 
sp.) 

51. Poet Edgar Allan 
54. Sea eagle of Europe 

59. An awkward stupid 

person 

60. Black tropical 

American cuckoo 

61. Whisky 

62. Electrically charged 

atom 

64. Atomic #89 


Our advertisers 
make this 
publication 
possible. 

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 

Agawam 

Advertiser 
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Hearing 
Test Set 
for Senior 
Citizens 

Announcement- 
Free electronic hearing 
tests will be given from 
Monday-Friday 9am - 5pm 
at Avada Hearing Care 
Centers at 9 locations in 
Western Mass. Call to find 
the location nearest to you. 
The test has been arranged 
for anyone who suspects they 
are not hearing clearly. 
People who usually say they 
can hear but have trouble 
with understanding words are 
encouraged to come in for the 
tests. The testing includes 
newly-developed tests that 
determine your ability to hear 
speech in noisy environ¬ 
ments. Everyone, especially 
those over 55 who have 
trouble hearing words clearly, 
should have a test annually. 
Demonstrations of the latest 
devices to improve clarity of 
speech will be available, on 
the spot, after the tests. You 
can HEAR for yourself if the 
latest methods of correction 
will help you understand 
words better. 

Call for your Appointment 

1 - 888 - 798-8528 

©2012 HUM, Inc. 304 
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‘Promising’ idea becomes powerfui 
and valuabie reading program 

By Mike Lydick 

aan@turley.com 


READiNG I from page 1 

Because of the intensity of the program, 
each Reading Recovery teacher instructs 
only four students in the fall and four in the 
spring. Belisle is the sole Reading Recovery 
teacher at Granger; the three other elemen¬ 
tary schools have two Reading Recovery 
teachers because of their higher enrollments. 
Students not selected for the intervention 
program, but who need additional reading 
support, receive small group instruction from 
Reading Recovery teachers. 

Multiple strategies 

“We provide many opportunities for stu¬ 
dents to read familiar and new books at ap¬ 
propriate difficulty levels, to compose and 
write messages, to read with fluency, and to 
develop strategic behaviors that help them 
problem solve,” said Belisle. 

Children also learn to use connections 
between letters and sounds and to use 
what they know about how words work in 
order to solve difficult words while main¬ 
taining meaning. 

Additional responsibilities of Reading 
Recovery teachers include providing inten¬ 
sive reading support to K-4 students, sup¬ 
porting classroom teachers, maintaining 
book closets of grade-level books, and pro¬ 
viding parent and family outreach. 

Phelps School Reading Recovery teach¬ 
er Susan Aubrey said one of the most im¬ 
portant aspects of the program — which 
is not a packaged program — is the ability 
of trained teachers to focus on reading and 
writing strategies that help children be¬ 
come independent learners. 

Aubrey said without Reading Recovery 
intervention, students would likely con¬ 
tinue struggling. She said the program re¬ 
duces the number of students referred for 
special education services — saving the 
district tens of thousands of dollars during 
those students’ academic careers. 

Teachers Data from the MCAS English 
language arts (ELA) assessment for third 
graders is often used by Reading Recovery 
teachers to help verify that students are 
making long-term progress after partici¬ 
pating in the short-term intervention pro¬ 
gram. 

In 2009-10, 41 students participated in 
the Reading Recovery program. When they 
took the third grade English-language arts 
MCAS in 2012, the results showed that 21 
percent scored in the “proficient” or “above 
proficient” categories; 40 percent scored 
“high-needs improvement”; 24 percent 
scored “low-needs improvement”; and 14 
percent were in the “warning” category. 

Lifelong skills 

Diane Juzba is a staunch supporter of 
the Reading Recovery program — both as 
a School Committee member and as a par¬ 
ent. 

“Neither of my two sons were strong 
readers, but this program helped them de¬ 
velop confidence and interest in reading,” 
she said. 

Her oldest, Brandon, had difficulty with 
reading comprehension in first grade. Her 
youngest, Cody, had difficulty with phonics 
and word retrieval in kindergarten. 

When Brandon entered second grade, 
he was reading at grade level. 

“Brandon developed a system for pacing 
himself and began reading for pleasure as 
well as for learning. He graduated in 2013, 
but still reads for pleasure and is now a mu¬ 
sician and a landscaper,” said Juzba. 

Cody received reading intervention 
throughout first grade, participated in 
small group reading in second grade, and 



Cody Juzba, a sophomore at AHS, is earning his 
piiot’s iicense and pians to join the Air Force af¬ 
ter graduation. He credits Reading Recovery, an 
individuaiized instruction reading program for 
1st grader with reading difficuities. It gave him 
the confidence to not oniy enjoy reading but aiso 
to pursue his passion for fiying. SUBMITTED PHOTO 

The stats 

Every year, Agawam’s Reading Recovery teachers 
analyze and collect data about the program. Here are 
some statistics about students in the program that 
were compiled from the 2013-14 school year: 

* 60 first grade students received Reading Recov¬ 
ery. 

* 27 percent of students were second-language 
learners. 

* 67 percent of students reached or exceeded 
grade level reading (benchmark) by the end of the 
year. 

* 5 percent of students were approaching grade 
level reading (benchmark) by the end of the year. 

* 28 percent of students were below grade level 
reading (benchmark) at the end of the year. 

* Reading Recovery students gained an average 
of 15 text levels. 

* 152 students were serviced in small group inter¬ 
ventions (K-4) with Reading Recovery teachers. 

was diagnosed with dyslexia in third grade. 

“Reading Recovery gave him the confi¬ 
dence to enjoy reading — even though it 
was a struggle,” Juzba said. 

Cody was reading at grade level by fifth 
grade and above grade level by seventh 
grade. Now a sophomore, Cody is earning 
his pilot’s license and looking forward to 
joining the Air Force after graduation. 

“Reading Recovery allowed my sons to 
develop a pace that was comfortable for 
them. With the individualized attention, 
they developed skills necessary to build 
on their strengths,” said Juzba. “Neither of 
them would be where they are today with¬ 
out Reading Recovery.” 

“I love the results,” said Debbie Rowe, a 
Reading Recovery teacher at Clark Elemen¬ 
tary School. “We can take nonreaders at the 
beginning of first grade and watch them 
soar to becoming independent grade-level 
readers in just 20 weeks.” 

Karen O’Connor, the second Reading 
Recovery teacher at Clark, recalled a stu¬ 
dent who hated library day at school be¬ 
cause he couldn’t read and had to select 
“baby books” — which embarrassed him in 
front of his peers 

“After receiving Reading Recovery, he 
was able to not only read higher level books, 
but also chapter books. His self-confidence 
made me proud to be a part of this program 
in Agawam,” O’Connor said. 


About 16 years ago Karen O’Connor, 
a teacher at Clark Elementary School, 
heard about a new reading program at 
Robinson Park School. 

O’Connor went to the school to ob¬ 
serve a lesson — and discovered a pro¬ 
gram unlike any other reading program 
she had ever seen. 

“I applied to teach Reading Recov¬ 
ery and was accepted into the year-long 
training program that included on-the- 
job-experience teaching children as 
well as after-school classes taught by in¬ 
structors affiliated with Lesley Univer¬ 
sity in Cambridge,” recalled O’Connor. 

The course was intense and rigor¬ 
ous — two full weeks in the summer 
and then three hours one night a week 
during the school year. Along with tak¬ 
ing many hours of classroom instruc¬ 
tion, O’Connor was required to teach 
behind a two-way mirror. Her profes¬ 
sional teaching practices were closely 
observed by experienced Reading Re¬ 
covery teacher leaders. 

Reading Recovery began in Agawam 
when reading teacher Linda Orr, now 
retired and living in Florida, pursued a 
“promising” early intervention program 
she believed would help students who 
weren’t making progress in reading. 

Linda DeGray, currently a Title 1 
teacher at Clark School, worked at Rob¬ 
inson Park School as a paraprofessional 
when Orr became Agawam’s first Read¬ 
ing Recovery teacher. DeGray was later 
trained as Agawam’s second Reading 
Recovery teacher and taught the pro¬ 
gram for 10 years. 

“Linda learned about Reading Re¬ 
covery through different professional 
articles and decided to And out more 
about it so she could bring it to her 
school,” recalled DeGray. 

DeGray said Orr successfully started 
the program and was trained as the 
district’s first Reading Recovery teacher 
because of support from her principal 
— current Agawam School Superinten¬ 
dent William Sapelli. 

‘It made a lot of sense’ 

“Linda thought highly of the program 
and the information she provided made 
a lot of sense,” recalled Sapelli, who has 
been a strong advocate for Reading Re¬ 
covery ever since. 

Once Orr was trained, Sapelli piloted 
Reading Recovery at his school. 


“It was a very successful experience 
at Robinson Park,” said Sapelli, who 
served as the school’s principal from 
1990 to 2002. 

After two other teachers were trained, 
the program was expanded, with an ad¬ 
ditional Reading Recovery teacher for 
Robinson Park and one at Clark. 

“After I was hired as a Reading Recov¬ 
ery teacher for Clark School, Agawam 
hired and trained one or two teachers 
per year until all the elementary schools 
had the program,” said DeGray. 

She called Reading Recovery train¬ 
ing “the best out there” for teachers. “I 
can’t say enough good about the pro¬ 
gram — not just the results, but the level 
of training these teachers benefit from. 
Most Reading Recovery teachers would 
agree that nothing has taught them 
more about their own teaching than 
this program,” said DeGray. 

“I feel it every day in my own teach¬ 
ing. I’m very fortunate to have had this 
training,” she added. 

School Committee member Diane 
Juzba, whose two sons went through 
the reading intervention program, said 
Reading Recovery gives students the op¬ 
portunity to work on skills they need to 
become lifelong readers. 

“Early intervention has powerful 
results for students. Reading Recovery 
targets students at a very early age and 
enables educators to support and guide 
students based on their developing 
strengths,” said Juzba. 

As a parent, she saw firsthand how 
dedicated the teachers were about help¬ 
ing her sons with their reading prob¬ 
lems. “I see those results of their dedica¬ 
tion every day in the lives of my sons,” 
she said. “As a School Committee mem¬ 
ber I’m supportive because Reading 
Recovery is a valuable, supportive, re¬ 
search-based, and educationally sound 
program.” 

O’Connor said that being a Reading 
Recovery teacher gives her “a sense of 
pride as I work with struggling readers 
and writers who become confident and 
independent learners. It also gives me a 
sense of commitment to the many chil¬ 
dren who will enter the program.” 

Sapelli said he remains steadfast in 
his support for the program he helped 
launch two decades ago. “There is ex¬ 
tensive teacher training and a complete 
commitment by those teachers. They’ve 
helped hundreds of students since we 
began Reading Recovery, so there’s no 
question that it works.” 


DEATH NOTICES 

Brunelle, Donald H. 

Daniels, Stephen W. 

Russo, Joseph T. 

Died March 30, 2015 

Died April 4, 2015 

Died March 29,2015 

Funeral April 2, 2015 

Funeral April 10, 2015 

Private Funeral 

Colonial Forastiere Funeral Hoime 

Colonial Forastiere Funeral Hoime 

Agawann Funeral Home 

Agawann 

Agawann 



Follow Us On 

www.facebook.com/ AgawamAdvertiserNews ™ 
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D. Godbout 

Custom Homes & Additions 

Family Owned & Operated 

Specializing in Additions, 

Alterations, Decks, and 
Comple Home Renovations 

Give Denny a Call Today 

413 - 786-8866 / 413 - 530-9340 

Fully Insured * Free Estimates License #0663io Reg.#i27007 



MOO-UCIOUS FARM 


Piease recycle this newspaper 


Great Menu 
Fridays Fish & Chips 

Slice of French Meat Pie 
and a Cup of Soup - $5.00 

Indoor Seating 

258 Feeding Hills Rd. 
Southwick 

(Across from 
Calabrese Farms) A 

GIF CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE _ 

www.mooliciousfarm.com 


OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
11AM-8PM 
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Buzzin'K* Town ** Town 



Classifieds 


Turley Publications^ Community Marketplace > www.turley.com ^ Call us toll free at 1-800-824-6548 


For Sale 


/SFOP\ 

NEVER GIVE YOUR; 

• SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 
• CREDIT CARD NUMBER 

• BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER 

Or any other 
personal information 

\ To someone j 

you don’t know / 

when answering / 
an advertisement. / 


A public service announcement 
presented by your community paper 

ANTIQUE AND PERIOD chairs - 
Restored with new woven seats - 
Many styles and weaves available. 
Call (413)267-9680. 

INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT- 2 

pallet jacks, carts, bookshelf, 
office chair, steel file cabinet, parts 
cabinet, work bench, digital 
counting scale. Offers wanted. 
Call Roy (413)209-7504. 

OWNER RETIRING- 2005 Inter. 
10 wheeler with 17’ steel dump 
body mod #7600, Cummins 
engine, 8 speed, double low 
trans., a/c, 101,000 miles. 
Excellent shape. $59,900. 

2008 Ford FI 50 PU, 4x4, extend- 
a-cab, auto trans., loaded, one 
owner. Turnpike miles. Great 
shape. Must see. $16,500. 

2008 Bobcat 430 Excavator, 
rubber tracks, 75%- 1500 hrs. 
Three buckets $22,500. Good 
oper. condition. Cell (413)530- 
5960 days. Home (413)283-4977 
after 4 PM 


POOL TABLE AND accessories, 
56” X 100” Very good condition 
$450. Weight bench and weights 
$35. Chest freezer $40. (413)596- 
8655. 


Auctions 


PUBLIC AUCTION 

Foreclosure Auction on Premises 



Springfield, MA 

17 @ 12 PM 


1.649w sf. bsmt, garage. 5.148+/ sf lot. 
Term: i5,QQ0 deposit by cash, bank check or 
certified checL Balance due 30 days. 

Call 800-522-8488 


auctlonsnewengland.com 





The ftum with //ur "Gohlat GavcF' 


Firewood 


!!!!ALL RED & WHITE OAK!!!! 
Fresh Cut, over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, split, prompt 
delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 

(413)348-4326. 

CORDWOOD PARTIALLY 

SEASONED HARD WOOD cut 

and split. $225/ cord, 128 ct.ft. 2 
cord minimum. Call (413)283-4977 

FIREWOOD 

Fresh cut & split $175.00. 
Seasoned cut & split $250.00 
All hardwood. 

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083. 

PARTIALLY SEASONED OAK & 
HARDWOOD. Cut split and 
delivered. 2, 3 & 4 cord loads. 
R.T. Smart & Sons Firewood. 
(413)267-3827 
www.rtsmartwood.com 


Miscellaneous 


TIRED OF PAYING too much for 
your Internet service? Get a 3- 
Year price guarantee for just 
$19.99/ mo. with qualifying phone 
service. Call (855)900-9629. 


Miscellaneous 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 

service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New 
England. Reach 4 million potential 
readers quickly and inexpensively 
with great results. Use the Buy 
New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds@turley.com. Do they 
work? You are reading one of our 
ads now!! Visit our website to see 
where your ads run 
communitypapersne.com 


Wanted 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS 

wanted. Planes, chisels, saws, 
levels, etc. Call Ken 413-433- 
2195. Keep your vintage tools 
working and get MONEY. 


WANTED ANTIQUES & 
COLLECTIBLES Furniture, 
Advertising signs. Toys, Dolls, 
Trains, Crocks & Jugs, Musical 
Instruments, Sterling Silver & 
Gold, Coins, Jewelry, Books, 
Primitives, Vintage Clothing, 
Military items. Old Lamps. 
Anything old. Contents of attics, 
barns and homes. One item or 
complete estate. Call (413)267- 
3786 or (413)539-1472 Ask for 
Frank. WE PAY FAIR 
PRICES!!! 


Wanted To Buy 


NEW ENGLAND ESTATE 
PICKERS “in the Old Monson 
Bowling Alley” We are buying 
all types of Antiques and 
Collectibles!! Simply Bring your 
items in for a Free Evaluation 
and/ or Cash Offer!! We will 
come to you. Contents of attic, 
basements, entire estates!! 
Clean sweep service. All Gold 
and Silver Items to include; 
jewelry, costume and estate 
pcs., wrist/pocket watches, 
class ring, etc., broken or not. 
Silverware sets, trays, 
trophies, etc.. Coins of all sorts. 
Proof sets. Silver dollars and 
other coinage collections! All 
types of Old Advertising 
Signs, Military items to include 
Daggers, Swords, Bayonets, 
guns, medals, uniforms, 
helmets etc. Old toys, train 
sets, dolls, metal trucks, old 
games, model car kits from the 
’60s, old bicycles, 
motorcycles, pedal cars. 
Matchbox, action figures, Pre- 
1970’s Baseball cards, comic 
books, etc.! Old picture frames, 
prints and oil paintings, old 
fishing equipment, lures, tackle 
boxes! Post Card albums, old 
coke machines, pinball, juke 
boxes, slot machines, musical 
instruments, guitars of all 
types, banjos, horns, 
accordions, etc. Old cameras, 
microscopes, telescopes, etc. 
Just like on T.V. We buy all 
things seen on “Pickers” and 
the “Pawn Shop” shows!! Call 
or Bring your items in to our 
4,500 square foot store!! 64 
Main Street., Monson (“The 
Old Bowling Alley”) We are 
your Estate Specialists!! Over 
30 yrs. in the Antique Business! 
Prompt Courteous Service! 
Open Wed.-Sat. 10:00- 5:00 
Sun. 12:00- 5:00 (413)267- 
3729. 


WILL PAY CASH for older guitars, 
banjos, mandolins and tube type 
amplifiers. Fender, Gibson, Martin, 
National, Bacon, Marshall, etc. 

(413)335-1634. 


Services 


90 YEAR OLD company offering 
free in-home water testing. Call 
Eric 413-244-8139 

BILODEAU AND SON Roofing. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs 
and repairs. Gutter cleanings and 
repairs. Licensed/ insured. Call 

(413)967-6679. 


Want it! 
Find it! 
Buy it! 
Sell it! 
Love it! 
Prive it! 



REAO IT!!! 


15 Weekly Newspapers 
Serving 50 Local Communities 


Services 


***** 



A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 

Lowest Rates, 

accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 

10% disc, with this ad. 

All Major CC's 

CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
WWW.ACALLWEHAUL.COM 



********A A CALL - HAUL IT 

ALL******** 


Bulk trash removal, cleanouts, 
10% discount with this ad. Free 
Est. (413)596-7286 


Services 



*******A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, 
yard debris. Barns, sheds, 
demolished. Swimming pools 
removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. 
Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)267-3353, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A & M TUNE-UPS 

Push lawnmowers, riding mowers 
and small engine repair. 

Work done at your home. 

Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS. 

Cleanings, inspections, repairs, 
caps, liners, waterproofing, 
rebuilds. Gutterbrush Installations. 
Local family owned since 1986. 
HIC #118355. Fully insured. 
(413)547-8500. 


Services 


CHIMNEY SERVICES: CLEAN¬ 
INGS, caps, dampers, repairs 
including masonry and liners. The 
best for less!!! Worcester to 
Pittsfield. 

www.expresschimney.com 

413-650-0126, 508-245-1501 


CobniaCCaiyentry InmvatioTiSj Inc. 
Design & DuildDeam 

"New World Technology with Old World Quality" 

www.colonialinnovation.com 


Kitchens• Baths• Doors .Additions 
Renovations • Custom Designs • New Homes 

M Lifetime Warranty on Craftsmanship 

\ Bob (413) 374-6175 
lic.&ins. or Jen (413) 244-5112 


DRIVEWAYS, OIL AND stone, 
durable but inexpensive. Choice of 
colors, also driveway repair and 
trucking available. Fill/ Loam/ 
Gravel. Call J. Fillion Liquid 
Asphalt (413)668-6192. 

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, 

plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All 
ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. 

(413)563-0487 

FREE PICK-UP ANY metal 
household items, appliances, 
pools, mowers, auto parts, yard 
furniture, grills, fencing, boilers. 
Call (860)970-4787. 

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

One call does it all 
High Lift Service, 
Remodeling, 

Roof Repairs, 
Excavating 

Fully insured. Free estimates. 

Reasonable rates 
MasterCard, Visa accepted 
www.rlhenterprises.net 

(413)668-6685. 


HOME THEATER, AV Tech. 
(Cert. ISF/HAA). The only Cert. 
Installers in this area. Put in 
theater for you or install a Plasma 
the right way. Sales, service. 413- 
374-8000, 413-374-8300. 
www.a-v-tech.com 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 
years experience. References. Lie 
#086220. Please call Kevin 978- 
355-6864. 


PLUMBING JOBS DONE by fast 
and accurate master plumber. 
Small jobs welcome. Cheap hourly 
rate. LC9070 Paul 413-323-5897. 


Services 


SUNRISE HOME REPAIRS: 

Carpentry, decks, hatchways, 
ramps, painting, property 
maintenance, after storm/ tree 
cleanups. Small jobs welcome. 
Free estimates. (413)883-9033. 



WE RENOVATE, SELL & 
PURCHASE (any condition) horse 
drawn vehicles such as sleighs, 
carriages, surreys, wagons, dr’s 
buggies, driveable or lawn 
ornaments. Some furniture and 
other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. 
Quality workmanship. Call 
(413)213-0373 for estimate and 
information. 

Demers & Sons 
Belchertown, MA 


Appliances 


COLEMAN APPLIANCE 

SERVICE. Servicing all makes 
and models of washers, dryers, 
refrigerators, stoves, dishwashers, 
air conditioners. Also dryer vent 
cleaning. (413)536-0034._ 


Child Services 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone 
advertising caring of children must 
list a license number to do so if 
they offer this service in their own 
home. 


Cleaning Services 


DOMESTIC ENGINEER WITH 

25+ years experience. I have 
cleaning down to a science. Detail 
oriented, organized, trustworthy, 
references available. Call Robin 

(413)531-4408. 


Computer Services 


COMPUTERS SHOULDN’T BE 

frustrating or frightening. I’ll come 
to you. Upgrades, troubleshooting, 
set-up, tutoring. Other electronics 
too. Call Monique (413)237-1035. 


Electrician 


24 HR SERVICE Electrician. 
Commercial and residential. Fully 
licensed and insured. All projects 
considered priority. Mass Lie 
#E40214 (413)210-9140, 

(413)244-9967. 



wm TUB 




588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
Phone:413-589-1671 
WWW. aj efinancial. com 
Personal & Business Taxes 


Does the thought of doing your taxes make you cranky before 
you even get started? Does the family dog even avoid you during 
tax season? Let AJE FINANCIAL SERVICES prepare your 
tax returns this year. Your family and friends will thank you! 



Call your local Turley Publications 
sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 

413 - 283-8393 • 1 - 800 - 824-6548 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 

For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 
228 West St, Ware, MA 01082 


413 - 967-8364 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


_ Call For An 

.^■JTHOniZCD 1 

IRS 

1 Appointment 


1 

pnoviDcn * 


PROCRASTINATORS WELCOME 

PUT OUR EXPERTISE TO WORK ON YOUR TAX RETURN 

April 15 is almost here. If you 
haven't filed your taxes, it's not 
too late. Our tax professionals are 
standing by to find every credit 
and deduction you deserve. 


124 West St., Ware 
413-967-5268 


1581 N. Main St., Palmer 
413-283-6617 


32 East St., Ludlow 
413-583-2570 


H&R BLOCK 


HRBKLOCK.COM I 800-HRBLOCK 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 

413 - 283-8393 • 1 - 800 - 824-6548 
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Call us toll free at 1-800-824-6548 


Electrician 


BILL CAMERLIN. ADDITIONS, 

service changes, small jobs for 
homeowners, fire alarms. Fast, 
dependable, reasonable rates. 
Insured, free estimates. E280333. 
24 hour emergency service. 
(413)427-5862. 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs 
deicing cables. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Scott Winters 
electrician Lie. #13514-B Call 
(413)244-7096. 

ELECTRICAL WORK. NO job too 

large/ small. Residential/ 
Commercial. 33+ years 
experience. Senior Discounts. 
Free estimates. Insured. #31521E. 
Chris (413)575-0338. 


JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE 

#E16303. Free estimates. Senior 
Discounts. Insured. 40 years 
experience. No job too small. Cell 

(413)330-3682. 


Excavating 


LICENSED AND INSURED 

excavating contractor servicing 
Western Massachusetts. Some 
services we provide are site work, 
utility installation, septic systems. 
Musa Excavating Contractors Inc. 
413-222-1109 


Heating & Air Cond. 


HOOTIES 

AIR CONDITIONING & 
REFRIGERATION 

Commercial and Residential Air 
Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Office: (413) 725-0399 
Cell: (413) 345-4801 


Home Improvement 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 

Kitchen, bath, foyers. References. 
Lie #086220. Please call Kevin 

(978)355-6864. 


Home Improvement 


ACO 

MASONRY, HEATING & 

AIR CONDITIONING 

All types of masonry work. 
Chimney repair, tile work, stucco, 
stone, brick, block, concrete, 
flat work, pavers, retaining walls. 
Heating & Air Conditioning 
Service & Installation 
Furnaces, Sheet Metal 
Power Washing 
Licensed & Insured 
Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
Competitive Rates 
Call Adam 413-374-7779 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 

Call for all your needs. Windows, 
siding, roofs, additions, decks, 
baths, hardwood floors, painting. 
All work 100% guaranteed. 
Licensed and insured. Call Bob 
(413)596-8807 Cell CS Lie. 
#97110, HIC Lie #162905 


DELREO HOMEiMPROVEMENT 

for all your exterior home 
improvement needs. ROOFiNG, 
SiDiNG, WiNDOWS, DOORS, 
DECKS & GUTTERS. Extensive 
references available. Fully 
Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413- 
569-3733 


EMERGENCY BUiLDiNG MAiN- 
TENANCE and storm damage, 
basement water removal. Roofing. 
All tenant-owner repair issues. 
Fully insured. Lawn care 
maintenance. (413)519-5439 


HOME iMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELiNG. Kitchens, baths. 
Ceramic tile, windows, painting, 
wallpapering, textured ceilings, 
siding, additions. Insurance work. 
Fully insured. Free estimates. 413- 
246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
-CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 

Complete Drywall Service. 
Finishing, Painting, Ceilings 
(Smooth or Textured). 38 years 
experience. Fully insured 


Garage Door Serv. 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS 

Authorized Raynor dealer 
specializing in sales, installation 
service and repairs of residential 
and light commercial overhead 
garage doors and openers. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. Call 
(413)289-6550 or 
www.menardgaragedoors.com 


House Cleaning 


TWO BROKE GIRLS looking for 
work cleaning your home or office. 
Weekly, biweekly or monthly. Also 
commercial cleaning. Reasonable 
rates. Fifteen years experience. 
Call Ruthie or Laura (413)283- 
6006. 


Instruction 


TRUCK DRIVERS 
NEEDED 

A & B CDL CLASSES + BUS 
Chicopee, Ma (413)592-1500 
UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 


Landscaping 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, 
deliveries, loader, backhoe, 
insured. Professional. Please call 

Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538- 

7954. 


BULLOCKS LAWN CARE. 

Owner operated lawn care 
service. Accepting new residential 
and commericial properties in the 
Wilbraham area. Fully insured. 

413-530-8787 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN 

Patios, mulch. Spring clean-ups, 
sod and seeded lawns. We do it 
all at Dave’s Lawn & Garden. 
Amazing looking landscape at a 
competitive price. Call (413)478- 
4212. 


SPRING CLEANUP, NEW lawns, 
mulching. Weekly mowing 
Average $40. per week. Bobcat 
Rental $60. per hr., min 4 hours. 

413-301-2155 


Landscaping 


***AAA DEVENO LANDSCAP¬ 
ING*** Spring Clean-ups, Shrub 
trimming, weekly maintenance, 
bobcat service, new lawns, new 
landscaping, fence installation 
brick walks and patios. Free 
estimates. Residential/ 

Commercial (413)746-9065. 


PINETTE LANDSCAPING: 

SPRING yard cleanup, lawn 
repair, mulching, trimming, 
mowing, gutter cleaning and 
power washing. Serving the Valley 
since 2006. Carl 221-2113 Free 
Estimates 



SPRING CLEANUPS, 
FERTILIZER PROGRAMS, 

Dethatching, 

Weekly/ Bi-weekly Mowing, 
Residential/ Commercial, 
Gutter Cleaning, 
Insured and Licensed. 
Free Estimates 
(413)364-8090 

www.ljsunlimitedlanscaping.com 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the 
Pioneer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly 
mowing. Spring, Fall and Gutter 
clean-ups. (413)330-3917. 


Lawn & Garden 


SEAN O’S LAWN Care and 
Hauling. Lawns mowed. Spring/ 
Fall Clean-up, cellars, attics, 
garage clean-up. No job too small. 

(413)626-2808. 


Pools 


ABC POOL & SPA Licensed & 
insured. A+ BBB Member. Pool 
damage? We can help. Top 
quality liners, above & inground 
pools, installations, openings, pool 
sales. Call (413)531-4192 7am- 
7pm, 7 days a week. 


Pools 


AFFORDABLE POOL OPEN¬ 
INGS, cover pumping, tear downs, 
filter repair, new/used filters, 
motors, weekly vacs, chemicals. 
Call LaRue (413)583-7890 
(413)289-0164, (413)386-8557 


Masonry 


ART’S CHIMNEY SERVICE 

quality craftsmanship at an afford¬ 
able price. Repairs, rebuilds, new 
construction, walkways & patios. 
Over 30yrs Experience. Call Art 
at (413)536-0605 Free estimates, 
insured 



COMPLETE CHIMNEY & 
MASONRY SERVICE 

A+ BBB RATING 
“From Brick to Stone, 
Sidewalks to Fireplaces” 
New Construction- Rebuilds- 
Repairs & Restoration 
Licensed- Registered- 
Fully Insured 
Owner Operated 
Eric 413-210-9631 
www.emcmasonry.com 
Accepting all major CC’s and 
Paypal 


Music 


MUSIC LESSONS 
LEARN to play the piano, flute, 
guitar, or percussion. 
Lessons are fun and affordable. 
Beginner thru Advanced 
Aaron (413)596-3555 
aapilarcik@yahoo.com 


Painting 


EASTSIDE PAINTING PROS LLC 

Interior/ Exterior Painting, Free 
Estimates, Licensed & Insured 
www.eastsidepaintingprosllc.com 

413-241-7555 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


or VISIT WWW-TURLEY-COM 
TO PLACE YOUR AD 


Name:. 


Address: 
Town:_ 


DEADLINES; QUABBIN & SUBURBAN - FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS - MONDAY AT NOON 


CATEGORY: 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

on Base Price 

$26.00 

21 Base Price 

$26.50 

22 Base Price 

$27.00 

23 Base Price 

$27.50 

24 Base Price 

$28.00 

25 Base Price 

$28.50 

26 

$29.00 

27 Base Price 

$29.50 

28 Base Price 

$30.00 

9Q Base Price 

^ $30.50 

30 Base Price 

$31.00 

31 Base Price 

$31.50 

32 Base Price 

$32.00 

33 Base Price 

$32.50 

34 

$33.00 

35 Base Price 

$33.50 

36 Base Price 

$34.00 

37 Base Price 

$34.50 

38 Base Price 

$35.00 

39 Base Price 

$35.50 

40 Base Price 

$36.00 


Phone: 


State:_ 


.Zip:_ 


Number of Weeks:_X per week rate = $_ 

Credit Card: □ MasterCard QVISA □ Discover □ Cash □ Check#. 

Card #:_ 


Amount of charge: 


_Date: _ 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 



Suburban 

Residential 

Circulation: 

59,000 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
500 for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 
X Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


M0.00 


^5.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS ARE ONLINE 24/7 AND REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Painting 


FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior/ exterior, new 
construction, carpentry repairs, 
ceiling/ drywall repair, wallpaper 
removal. Vinyl pressure washing/ 
mildew treatments. Free 
estimates. Owner operated since 
1985. Affordable prices. 
Residential/ Commercial. Insured. 
(413)887-1987 


QUABBIN PAINTING INTERIOR/ 
EXTERIOR PAINTING, handy¬ 
man, house and deck 
powerwashing, deck staining, 
gutters cleaned. Prompt profes¬ 
sional service. 

Call 413-323-6425 
gershemtebah2@yahoo.com 


SPECIALTY 

PAINTING, RESTORATION, 
REFINISHING, 

Repairs, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Kitchen, Bathroom Renovations, 
Free Estimates, Licensed, Lead 
Safe Renovator, Fully Insured. 
INFO@SPECIALTY-INC.COM 
413-297-7811 


Plumbing 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 

& Heating. Lie #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water 
heater installations, steam/HW 
boiler replacement. Kitchen & Bath 
remodeling. 30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With 
Work Performed. Call Greg 
(413)592-1505. 


LING’S PLUMBING LIC #J27222 
Scheduling Replacement 
Heating Systems Now 
Call LING’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


Roofing 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER 

WORKS alone, quality work, 
licensed. Best prices for sheds, 
garages, and ranches. (413)786- 
7924. 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. ALL 
TYPES OF ROOFING, shingle, 
flat and slate. Call Local Builders 
(413)626-5296. Complete roofing 
systems and repairs. Fully 
licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. 
Lifetime warranty. Senior 
Discount. 24 hour service. 


SKY-TECH ROOFING, INC. 25 

years experience. Commercial, 
residential. Insured. Shingles, 
single-ply systems. Tar/ gravel, 
slate repairs. 24 hour Emergency 
Repairs. (413)536-3279, 

(413)348-9568, (413)204-4841. 


T ree Work 


ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality 
tree service. From pruning to 
house lot clearing. Fully insured. 
Free estimates. Think Spring. Cut 
the trees before the leaves. 
(413)687-3220. 

WOODCHUCK TREE EXPERTS - 

Removals, Pruning, Cabling, 
Chipping and Stump Grinding. 
Safe, Professional and Affordable. 
Fully Insured. Massachusetts 
Certified Arborist on staff. 413- 
519-6624 


Pets 


BE A RESPONSIBLE PET 
OWNER - Financially needy? Call 
for assistance to spay/neuter your 
cat/dog. (413)565-5383 

CONCERNED CITIZENS FOR 
ANIMALS. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
spayed/neutered, wormed, 
shots, heartworm tested, 
teeth cleaned 

Make a Fast Friend! 

Greyhound Options Inc. 
Call Mary at 413-566-3129 
or Claire at 413-967-9088 
or go to 

www.greyhoundoptions.org. 
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Buzzin'K Town ^ Town 


Classifieds 



Turley Publications' Community Marketplace ^ www.turley.com ^ Coll us toll free at 1-800-824-6548 

Horses I Help Wanted I Help Wanted H Real Estate I For Rent I For Rent 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 

offered year round at our state of 
the art facility. Beginner to 
advanced. Ages 4 years to adult. 
Boarding, sales and leasing also 
available. Convenient location at 
Orion Farm in South Hadley. 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


Help Wanted 


CARPET CLEANING BUSINESS 

looking for Driver with flexible 
hours. Call 413-531-9393 


aiin POOL 

TRA^PORTATION 

DRIVER, SCHOOL VAN 

Looking for a rewarding part-time 
job? 4-6 hours/day. Must be good 
w/children & have safe driving 
record. Growing company! Earn 
$12.60/hr + bonuses. Call 

(413)599-1616 after 9:30 AM for 
application. Will train. EEO 

FOSTER CARE: YOU can help 
change someone’s life. Provide a 
safe home for children and teens 
who have been abused or 
neglected. Call Devereux 
Therapeutic Foster Care at 413- 
734-2493. 

GOLF COURSE MECHANIC and 

general laborers needed for the 
Edgewood Golf Course. Looking 
for motivated individuals who work 
well in a team environment. 
Please apply in person. See Larry, 
161 Sheep Pasture Road, 
Southwick, MA. 


HHA’S, CNA’s, PCA’s Positions 
available at Professional 
Medical Services, Inc. Highest 
competitive rates & mileage. 
EOE. Call Jan. (413)289-9018 

LOOKING FOR A patient, 

energetic person to provide 

Alternative Day support to a young 
man with developmental 
disabilities in Belchertown. You 
will be supporting him with 
personal errands, providing 
transportation to medical 
appointments, assisting with 
volunteer jobs and attend social 
and recreational activities. If 
interested please contact 
Charlene Morse at Multicultural 
Community Services 413-782- 
2500 ext. 338. 

MUST HAVE OWN vehicle! 
Looking for experienced roofers 
and carpenters. Please call or text 
Tony @ (413)626-5296 

SMALL LOCAL TRUCKING 

company is seeking a reliable 
class A truck driver with 
experience. 

Over the road work, but still 
allows good time at home. 

Strong customer base, year round 
work. Competitive pay, ability to 
make high income with possible 
lease to own program. Late model 
tractors. Paper logs. Apply Now at 
www.anatrucking.com 
or in person at 113 Bethany Road, 
Monson (413)267-0007 


NURSES FOR ALL SETTINGS 

$$$ TOP PAY $$$ 

Nurses for Skilled Home Care 
Visits, VNA, Hospital, Nursing 
Homes, Schools, Private Duty 

Shifts, and more. 

We’re looking for RNs & LPNS to 
join our growing team. Now hiring: 
Full Time, Part Time, Per Diem. 
Areas that are needed Spfid, 
Northampton, Palmer, Wilbraham, 
East Longmeadow, Chicopee, 
Amherst, Ludlow, Monson and all 
other surrounding areas. Full 
Benefits available including Health 
New England Insurance, Delta 
Dental, 401k, Vacation Time, 
Weekly pay. Direct Deposit, 
Flexible schedules available. 

IMMEDIATE SHIFTS OPEN 
FOR ALL SETTINGS! 
Please call Excel Nursing Services 
at 413-583-8900 or apply online at 
www.excelnursingservices.com 

PACKAGE STORE CLERK- P/T 

Register experience. Hours vary. 
Some weekend work required. 
21+ only. Please call Carol, leave 
message (413)736-5664. 

SH FAMILY CENTER seeks PT 
Coordinator for planning & 
operation of playgroups, parent 
ed., family support. Details at 
shfamilycenter.org MUST be 
rec’d by Sam April 13 

THE BOARD OF Public Works is 
accepting applications for an 
Administrative Assistant position in 
the Town of Ludlow Dept, of 
Public Works. This is a 
permanent, full-time position, 35 
hours per week. It involves a wide 
range of clerical duties including 
reception, invoice processing, 
payroll and customer service. Prior 
experience is preferred. 
Applications are available from 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm, Monday- 
Friday at 198 Sportsmen’s Road 
and will be accepted until April 17, 
2015. EOE/AA 

TOWN OF AGAWAM Parks and 
Recreation Department. Applica¬ 
tions are currently being accepted 
for the following positions: 
Assistant Swim Coach: Applicants 
must be 18 years or older and 
must have previous competitive 
swimming experience. Applicants 
must be available to work 
evenings and weekends. The 
starting salary for this position is 
$9.00 per hour. Applications are 
available at the Town of Agawam 
Personnel Office, 36 Main Street. 
For more information call the 
Agawam Recreation Department 
at (413)821-0514. Applications will 
be accepted through April 15, 
2015. The Town of Agawam is an 
affirmative action, equal 
opportunity employer and is 
strongly committed to diversity 
within its community. 



tfi^NGATE 

G^^ere Healthcare and Hospitality Meet 


RN/LPN/CNA 

FT/PT 

New Grads Welcome! 

Experienced 3-11 

RN Supervisor 

Includes every other weekend. 
Ask about our Sign-on Bonus! 


Interested candidates, please contact Elisa Watras 
at: Ewatras@wingatehealthcare.coni 

Wingate at West Springfield 

42 Prospect Avenue, West Springfield, MA 01089 

Conveniently located near the Pike, 1-91, and Route 5. 
On bus route/minutes away from surrounding towns. 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 


wingatehealthcare.com 


WATER AND SEWER 
PIPE LAYER 

FT, water and sewer pipe layer 
to work for an established MA 
construction company that has 
water and sewer pipeline 
projects Minimum 10 years exp. 
Excellent salary and benefits. 
EOE E-mail resume: 
resumel 234@msn.com 


Business 0pp. 


LIQUOR STORE FOR sale. 
Established location, 30 yrs. Full 
license, turn key opportunity. Over 
$600K Merchandise, $150K lottery 
in sales. 2,000 sq.ft leased store in 
Westfield. $165K plus inventory 
separate. Call (413)267-0497. 


Real Estate 



65 MAIN STREET 
WARE, MASS 01082 

967-7355 


Jill A. Gravel, Broker 


gravelrealestate.com 

THINKING OF 
SELLING 
YOUR HOME 
THIS SPRING? 


LIST WITH 

GRAVEL REAL ESTATE 
ANYTIME BETWEEN 
APRIL 1ST 
AND MAY 1ST 
AND WE ARE GIVING 
AWAY TWO 2ND ROW 
GREEN MONSTER 
TICKETS FOR 
RED SOX/YANKEES 
GAME ON SUNDAY, 
MAY 3RD 

DRAWING WILL BE 
RANDOM FOR EACH 
OWNER OF SINGLE 
FAMILY HOME THAT 
HAS LISTED WITH US 
DURING THAT TIME! 

YOU ARE WELCOME 
TO BE PRESENT FOR 
DRAWING AS WELL!! 
*$500 VALUE* 


CALL 

JILL GRAVEL 
TODAY WITH ANY 
QUESTIONS AND 
TO SCHEDULE AN 
APPOINTMENT!!! 
413 - 364-7353 


i Evenings call: 
NICOLE FLAMAND 



413 - 695-2319 

413 - 627-2700 

617 - 620-0027 

413 - 813-8257 

413 - 477-6624 

413 - 364-7353 




TOOMEY-LOVETT 
109 West St. 

Ware, MA 01082 

www.Century21ToomeyLovett.com 

413-967-6326 
800-486-2121 
West Brookfield: 
508-867-7064 

OUR INVENTORY 
HAS DWINDLED 
LIST NOW PROPER PRICING 
EQUALS FAST SALES 

Call us for an accurate FREE 
market analysis. 

413-967-6326/800-486-2121 

HARDWICK: 3 BR, 1 BA ranch 
across from Ware River on 1.141 
acres, man made 9X4 pond, 16 
X 25 shed, finished basement 
w/office, laundry, game room, 
pellet stove and hot tub. $169,900 

MONSON: 3 BR, 2 BA ranch 
hardwoods throughout, painted 
whole interior, gleaming 
hardwoods, refinished cabinets, 
roof is 7 years old. Potential in 
law! $199,900 

WARE: Charming Victorian in 
pristine condition w/carriage 
house, 3 BR, 1 BA stain glass, 
crown molding, tray ceilings, 
hardwood flooring, combination 
KT and Butler’s pantry. $205,000 

WEST BROOKFIELD: 3 BR 1 BA, 

ranch updates: siding, windows, 
electric panel, KT floor, painted 
cabinets, granite countertops, new 
appliances and lighting. Walk out 
basement w/FP. Great starter 
home! $182,000 

WEST BROOKFIELD: Great 
location for an in-home business. 
The home is laid out in a fashion 
that would allow a separate area 
for an office and private living 
area. Upgrades: KT w/granite, 
hardwoods and tile, 3 BR, 2 BA 
$240,000 


Dorrinda 
O’Keefe-Shea 
Glenn Moulton 
Jill Stolgitis 
Mary Hicks 
Alan Varnum 
Bruce Martin 
Joe Chenevert 
Michael 
McQueston 


978-434-1990 

413-967-5463 

413-477-8780 

508-612-4794 

508-867-2727 

508-523-0114 

508-331-9031 

508-362-0533 


Condos For Sale 


LUDLOW PONDVIEW MANOR 

CONDO $239,000 2 Bed 2.5 Bath. 
Attached 1 car garage. Gated 
community. MLS 71790480. Call 

413 896-3624. 


Mobile Homes 


WESTFIELD HAMPDEN VIL¬ 
LAGE 2 bedrooms, 14’x67’ 
Beautiful sunlit yard, covered 
patio, appliances, shingles, shed, 
thermopanes, a/c $49,900. 413- 
593-9961 

DASAP.MHVILLAGE.COM 


For Rent 


INDIAN ORCHARD 4 Room apt., 
2 BR, stove, refrig., a/c, carpeted 
$590 includes hot water only 
(413)543-3062. No pets. 

SOUTH HADLEY, 3 Taylor St., 5 
room attached Ranch, deck, large 
backyard, off-street parking for 2 
cars, stove, refrig, microwave, 
D/W, laundry connection. $1,000/ 
mo plus utilities. Heat is gas 
forced hot air. 1st, last, sec. No 
pets/ no smokers. Call Michael 
(413)348-4832. 

WARREN- 2ND FLOOR, 3 

bedrooms, recently renovated, 
private driveway, 1st last security, 
no pets/smoking, utilities not 
included, $750/month (413)783- 
0601 


til 

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation, or 

discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national origin, 
or intention to make any such 

preference, limitation, or 

discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an 

equal opportunity basis. 


itj 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 

This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


MONSON. 3 BEDROOM. Com¬ 
pletely renovated, propane heat, 
lower than oil, $100 toward first fill¬ 
up. NO PETS!!! $900/ mo. F/L/S 
Call (413)783-0192. 

PALMER 2 BR. $925/ mo. 1 mi to 
Pike. Beautifully renovated. Off- 
street parking. Utilities not 
included. Available March 1. 

(413)427-2706. 


NEAR ELMS - 1,200 SF., 3 BD 
1BA White St., near Elms College, 
Szot Park, highway. 1st fl., off- 
street pkg, cable ready. Avail, 
immed. Contact 

www.kathymontemagni.com, 

Keller Williams Realty 413-426- 
7355 

PALMER 1BR - Quiet Secure 
Country Location. Locked Storage 
& Laundry in Basement. K/DR 
Combo - LR-Full Bath. Nice 
Layout. No Smoke/Pets. 
1 st/last/sec. $750.00. Breton Est. 
413-283-6940 

PALMER AREA 1 BR mobile 
home on private lot $625/mo. Gas 
heat, electric not included. 1st, 
last, security. No pets. Call Pete 

(413)668-6533 

WARE- BEAUTIFUL, SUNNY 3 
BR TOWNHOUSE APT. $800 
plus utilities, w/d hook-up, storage. 
No smoking, no pets. Credit 
check/references (413)320-5784. 
WARE- LARGE STUDIO 
apartment. Close to downtown. 
Electric/ propane heat. Water & 
sewer included. Good area. First & 
Security $475/ mo (413)967-7772. 


Commercial Rentals 


INDUSTRIAL ZONED. FOUR 

buildings available, 500 to 5,000 
sq.ft. Breckenridge St., Palmer. 
Also entertain offers for sale 10 
acres (413)231-3131. 


Vacation Rentals 


WARM WEATHER IS year round 
in Aruba. The water is safe, and 
the dining is fantastic. Walk out to 
the beach. 3-bedroom weeks 
available. Sleeps 8. $3500. Email: 
carolaction@aol.com for more 
information. 


Autos Wanted 


CASH FOR CARS: Any make, 
model or year. We pay more! 
Running or not. Sell your car or 
truck today. Free towing! Instant 
offer: 1-800-871-0654. 



1 






Find local opportunities 
or list your open 
positions here! 


Publications, Inc 
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Out & About 


OUR CALENDAR SECTION is intended to promote free events, or those 
that directly affect a volunteer-driven organization. Paid events that are not 
deemed benefits do not qualify Non-charitable events that charge the public 
for profit are not allowed as we consider that paid advertising. The deadline 
to submit calendar items is Monday at noon. Send to the Agawam Advertiser 
News at aan@turley.com, fax to 413-786-8457, or mail to 23 Southwick 
St, Seeding Hills, MA 01030. We usually print at least one week prior to 
an event The listings should be brief with only time, date, location, activity 
explanation and contact information. 

Friday, April 10 

AN ’80s THROWBACK DANCE will be held at the Westfield Elks Lodge, 56 
Eranklin Ave., at 7 p.m. Eunds raised will support the Westfield Eood Pantry, 
101 Meadow St. Tickets are $20 per person and may be purchased at the 
Eood Pantry during business hours, online at www.westfieldfoodpantry.org 
or at the door. Tickets purchased online can be mailed or picked up from 
the food pantry. 

THE CONCERNED CITIZENS EOR ANIMALS will host a benefit tag sale 
Eriday, April 10 from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
atthe Wachogue Congregational Church, 80 Arvilla St., Springfield. Eor infor¬ 
mation to donate items, call Susan at 413-782-9006. All proceeds will help 
dogs and cats in need in Western Massachusetts. 

Sunday, April 12 

THE WEST SPRINGEIELD COIN CLUB will meet at 7 p.m. at the Church 
of the Good Shepherd, 214 Elm St. Presentation and discussion will include 
facts about the first gold coins struck by the U.S. Mint. A small auction will 
take place, refreshments available. Guests welcome. Eor more information, 
call Peter Setian at 413-596-9871. 

Tuesday, April 14 

THE AGAWAM JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL DRAMA CLUB will present “Annie 
Jr.” Tuesday and Wednesday, April Hand 15, at 7 p.m. in the school’s audi¬ 
torium. Tickets, which are $5 for adults, $3 for children and free for all those 
under the age of 5, will be sold at the door. 

Thursday, April 16 

THE SPRINGEIELD MUSEUMS AT THE CUADRANGLE will present “Win¬ 
slow Homer as a Maker of Modern Art in the Later 1870s” featuring Marc 
Simpson, independent scholar, at 12:15 in the Museum of Eine Arts at 21 
Edwards St., Springfield. Admission is $4 ($2 for museum members). Park¬ 
ing is free. Eor information, call (413) 263-6800, ext. 488. 

Friday, April 17 

THE MEMORY LANE CHORUS will present two performances of the “Love 
Songs Concert” at the Agawam Senior Center, 954 Main St.; one at 1:30 
p.m. and one at 7 p.m. The concerts are free, but a donation will be taken 
to help with expenses. 

TURKISH CULTURAL NIGHT at the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper 
St., at 6 p.m. will feature video highlights of the culture of Turkey, Turkish 
appetizers and authentic coffee. Eor more information, call 413-789-1550 
ext. 8855. 

Sunday, April 19 

THE WEST SPRINGEIELD COIN CLUB will hold its semi-annual coin show 
at the Dante Club, 1198 Memorial Ave. from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Coin deal¬ 
ers will be exhibiting as well as buying and selling coins and giving free 
appraisals. Eor more information, call Peter Setian at 413-596-9871. 

Tuesday, April 21 

THE AGAWAM CULTURAL COUNCIL will meet at 7 p.m. at the Agawam 
Public Library, 750 Cooper St. The meeting is open to the public. 

THE TUESDAY MORNING MUSIC CONCERT at Trinity United Methodist 
Church, 361 Sumner Ave., Springfield, will host a guest artist program with 
the Claflin Hill Symphony Chamber Players, at 10:30 a.m. Eree refresh¬ 
ments are provided after the performances. Eor more information, contact 
the church. 

Friday, April 24 

THE AGAWAM PUBLIC LIBRARY, 750 Cooper St., will host a movie mati¬ 
nee at 3 p.m. Area children are invited to bring a favorite stuffed puppy to 
watch, “101 Dalmations.” It is rated G and is 80 minutes long. Children ages 
12 and under must be accompanied by an adult. 

Saturday, April 25 

ASTRONOMY DAY WILL BE HELD from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Springfield Sol- 


'Rapunzer at Red Door 



Rapunzel (Jaime Pearsons of Agawam) spends time in her 
tower at the Red Door Theatre, 152 S. Westfield St., Feeding 
Hills, waiting for the performance of “Rapunzel Untangled” to 
be presented Saturday, April 11. The 11 a.m. show is sold out, 
but tickets were still available earlier this week for the 9:30 
a.m. show. Reservations to this audience-participatory play 
for children ages 3 to 11 are $6 each and may be reserved by 
calling 413-789-2026. For more information, visit www.red- 
doortheatre.com. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


once Museum, on the Cuadrangle at 21 Edwards St. The event is free with 
museum admission. Eor more information, call 413-263-6800 ext. 318. 

Sunday, April 26 

THE EEEDING HILLS WELLNESS CENTER, 567 Springfield St., will host a 
vendor fair, free to the public from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. A bake sale will take 
place during the fair, with all proceeds from the bake sale to benefit Alex 
Scafuri, a student at AHS that was critically injured when hit by a car recently 
on Springfield Street. Eor information on how to donate baked goods, call 
413-244-4660. 

Thursday, April 30 

AGAWAM HIGH SCHOOL VISUAL ART DEPARTMENT AND PEREORMING 
ART DEPARTMENT will present the annual Spring Arts Eestival from 6:30 
to 9 p.m. The National Art Honors classes will display art from the year in¬ 
cluding 40 military portraits of Agawam veterans. Eor more information, call 
413-821-0530. 

Sunday, May 3 

A SPRING CRAET AND VENDOR EAIR will take place at the Polish Ameri¬ 
can Club of Agawam, 139 Southwick St., Eeeding Hills, from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Over 30 local vendors and crafters will be there, offering plants, local 
organic produce, jewelry, candles, make-up, holistic vendors, clothing items, 
and more. 

THE PARK AND THE PLANES, a guided walk and talk, will take place from 
1 to 2:45 p.m. at Chicopee State Park, 570 Burnett Road. It is 2.8 miles 
round-trip, paved path, rolling terrain, moderate pace. Walking shoes, water, 
sunscreen, and insect repellent recommended. Heavy rain cancels. Meet 
in the parking lot next to the pavilion. Eree program. Eor more information, 
call 413-584-6788. 

Friday, May 8 

THE AGAWAM CULTURAL COUNCIL will present “A Eirst-Person Visit With 
General Ulysses S. Grant,” at the Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St., at 
7 p.m. as part of its Applause Series. The library can be reached by phone 
at 413-789-1550. This and all Applause Series events are free and open 
to the public. 


Please recycle this newspaper 


I Mextcairi RasTBKrant 

AirrHENnc Mexican restaurant 

J 

f $2 Qpp $-|g7GUAGAM0LE Made To Order 
I $5 QPP $ 3 q^AII Foods Are Freshly Made! 

A Take Out - Dine In 

Chimichangas • Enchiladas 
Tacos • Burritos • Salads 
360 N. Westfield St., Feeding Hills, MA 
^ Ph (413)455-3297 


With this ad. Cannot be 
combined. Expires 5/8/1 5p 



HMB Muay Thai and Boxing Studio 
April 25th, 10:30 am - 2:30 pm 

Free Boxing & Muay Thai Matches 
RAFFLE including a SAMSUNG TV 
Boxing & MMA Gear For Sale 
Free Health & Fitness Tips • Free Food 

338 N. Westfield St., Feeding Hills, NA 01030 
fi wiviv.HMB.club 413-301-5077 




Wednesday, May 13 

THE ELM-BELCHER MASONIC LODGE, 53 River St., Agawam offers an 
all-you-can-eat spaghetti supper at a cost of $7 for adults, $4 for children. 
The public is welcome. 


ONGOING 

ADULT DROP-IN SIT AND KNIT meets every Tuesday from 1-3 p.m. atthe 
Agawam Public Library, 750 Cooper St. No registration needed. 

AGAWAM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 459 Mill St., Agawam, offers 
“Crochet Club” every other Tuesday from 7 to 8:30 p.m. This club is open to 
all needle-workers, including crocheters, knitters, quilters, and embroiderers. 
Eor more information, call 413-786-7991. 

THE LADIES GLEE CLUB AND MEN’S CHOIR at the Springfield Turnverein, 
60 North Westfield St., Eeeding Hills, are back to work. Practice is held ev¬ 
ery Wednesday with the ladies beginning at 7 p.m. followed by the men at 
8:30 p.m. All are welcome. There is space available for anyone interested 
in joining. 

A BREAST CANCER AND MASTECTOMY SUPPORT GROUP meets the 
fourth Tuesday of each month from 6 to 7:15 p.m. at 2 South Bridge Drive, 
Suite 1B, Agawam. Registration is required by calling 413-789-0200 or on¬ 
line at www.survivorjourneys.org. 

AN ALL CANCER SUPPORT GROUP meets the first Tuesday of each month 
from 6 to 7 p.m. at Sacred Heart Parish Center, 1061 Springfield St., Eeeding 
Hills. Registration is required by calling 413-789-0200 or online at www. 
survivorjourneys.org. 

A BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP meets the second Wednesday of 
each month at Heritage Woods Assisted Eacility, 462 Main St., Agawam. 
Registration is required by calling 413-789-0200 or online at www.survi- 
vorjourneys.org. 

THE AGAWAM CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH EAMILY PLAYGROUP, which 
takes place at the church at 745 Main St., Agawam, is open to children birth 
through age 5 with a parent or caregiver and meets weekly on Thursdays 
from 9:30-11 a.m. It includes crafts, stories, songs, free play and more. Eor 
more information, call 413-786-7111 or email jbrownacc@verizon.net. 

YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR CAMPER may be worth more as a donation than a 
trade-in. Call the Massachusetts Association for the Blind at 888-613-2777 
for more information. Towing is free. All donations are tax deductible. 



VOTED #1 
SUPPLEME 
IN NEW ENG 
2012 & 2014 

A valuable resources for summer 
activities and vacation destinations 
in Western & Central Mass 



The 2015 edition deadlines MAY 8 

CONTACT YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 

800-824-6548 

Voted #1 advertising supplement for 2012 and 2014 by 
New England Newspaper and Press Association 


- A TURLEY PUBLICATION - 
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Fact for fact, 

XFINITY is superior. 

Don’t settle for Satellite. 

XFINITY® delivers the fastest Internet and the best in entertainment. 
Satellite doesn’t even come close. 


^ - 

FEATURE 

XFINITY 

1 

SATELLITE 

Fastest available Internet speeds 

YES 

NO 

The fastest in-home WiFi 

YES 

NO 

Millions of WiFi hotspots available nationwide with 

Internet service 

YES 

NO 

The most TV shows and movies with 

XFINITY On Demand™ 

YES 

NO 

The best HD experience 

YES 

NO 

The most live sports 

YES 

NO 

One convenient bill from one provider 

YES 

NO 

Reliable TV service — rain or shine 

YES 

NO 

The ability to watch TV without an ugly satellite dish 
on your house 

YES 

NO 

Download On Demand TV shows and movies to your 
mobile devices and watch them from anywhere, even 
when you’re offline 

YES 

NO 

Guaranteed two-hour appointment windows 

YES 

NO 


Visit GetAIITheFactS.com to learn more 
and to get started with this great offer. 


Starter XF Triple Play 


$ 




99 


per month for 12 months 
$99.99 a month your second year 


Get a 

$100 Visa® 
Prepaid Card 


Upgrade to 

105 Mbps 


of speed 

for $12 more a month 



AM backed by the 
30-Day Money-Back Comcast 
Customer Guaranteed 


\finity 

the future of awesome® 

Offer ends 4/19/2015. New residential customers only. Not available in all areas. Requires subscription to Starter XF Triple Play with Digital Starter TV, Performance Internet and Unlimited Voice. Two-year term 
agreement required. Early termination fee applies. Equipment, installation, taxes and fees, including regulatory recovery fees. Broadcast TV Fee (up to $3.50/mo.). Regional Sports Fee (up to $1.00/mo.) and 
other applicable charges extra and subject to change during and after the promo. After 12 months, service charge for all three products increases to $99.99 for months 13-24. After promo, or if any service 
is cancelled or downgraded, regular rates apply. Comcast’s monthly service charge for all three products is $147.49 (pricing for Starter XF Triple Play and for upgrading from Performance to Blast!® Internet 
subject to change). TV and Internet service limited to a single outlet. May not be combined with other offers. TV: Limited Basic service subscription required to receive other levels of service. Most live sports 
available with Digital Preferred TV and WatchESPN. Severe weather (heavy rain or snow) may interfere with a satellite signal causing the picture to freeze or pixelate. Internet: WiFi hotspots included with 
Performance Internet or above only. Available in select areas. Requires Wifi-enabled device. Wi-Fi claim based on November 2014 study by Allion Test Labs, Inc. Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. 
Voice: $29.95 activation fee applies. Service (including 911/emergency services) may not function after an extended power outage. Early termination fee applies. Cards issued by Citibank, N.A., pursuant to 
a license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc. and managed by Citi Prepaid Services. Cards will not have cash access and can be used everywhere Visa® debit cards are accepted. Money-Back Guarantee applies to one 
month’s recurring service and standard installation charges up to $500. Call for restrictions and complete details. © 2015 Comcast. All rights reserved. NPA134357-0016 

WNE15-105-A1-V12 


COMCAST 

























